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played a major part in the performing arts
productions and played ‘Patrick’, Mark’s bestfriend in
this production. Cast from the Sixth Form concludes
with Tom P of Year 12 who played the loveable
mute character ‘Shane’ with the understated hilarity
only Tom can.
The week commencing 1st April 2019 saw the battle
of the Popstars at Ortu Gable Hall School. Now an
annual tradition the school puts on a performing arts
spectacular in which students from the Sixth Form
are invited to perform. This years show was
‘Popstars the 90’s Musical’ and did not fail to blow
audiences away.

On top of the incredible performers were a just as
excellent technical and backstage crew from the
Sixth Form without who the show simply could not
of functioned. Harry M (Lighting Manager), Callum C
(Lighting), Matt T (Sound Manager), Cameron B
(Stage Manager), Aiden L (Stagehand) and Leona K
(Stagehand) all of whom were vital to the smooth
running of the show.

The show itself is a battle of ‘Boyband vs Girlband’
to win the state talent show. It is a celebration of the
great decade of the 90’s driven by a soundtrack by
artists such as The Spice Girls, Backstreet Boys, N
Sync, Britney Spears, Christina Aguilera, Mariah
Carey, MC Hammer and many more.
Sixth Form students were key to the overall success
of the show. Centre stage was Josh J, who is
graduating this year, has played a major part in many
of the shows throughout recent years and here
played the lead role of ‘Mark’. Also performing
alongside was Harry W of Year 12. Harry too has
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Tuesday 2nd October 2018, the year 12 BTEC level 3
Sport and Exercise Science group had a guest speaker,
Ben Northfield. Ben came in to share his experience
of becoming a coach and the pathways he took to
achieve his career. The session allowed the students
to develop their knowledge about what is expected
but they also were placed in practical situations where
they were to develop and understand the dynamics of
how to coach different age groups.
The students gained a great deal of expertise from
Ben and demonstrated a great interest in the session
by asking him questions about why he coached in a
specific way and what would he do if he was faced
with a specific situation. Ben is a former U18 England
Rugby player and still plays to a high standard. He is
employed by Essex RFU to work with schools to
develop rugby in the area and he also runs his own
business “Alton Engraving”. We would like to thank
Ben for his time and the valuable advice he has given
the group.

On Friday 7th September, the new Year 12 students
took part in a Safer Driving Day. As part of their
induction students took part in a number of
workshops which went through the risks and
consequences of dangerous driving, drugs and driving
and the dangers of texting whilst driving. Some
workshops were particularly ‘hard hitting’ and all
students recognised the responsibilities associated
with driving. Additional workshops also related to
getting started with driving regarding choosing
instructors, insurance and also tyre safety. Students
were also able to drive cars on the school site and
learnt the basic skills required when pulling away,
changing gears and thankfully braking!
All students had an informative and enjoyable day and
thanks must go to Gillian Beale of Safer Essex Roads
Parnership for facilitating the workshops.
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On Friday 28th September we came
together to host a Macmillan Coffee
Morning and help raise £117.00 for
people living with cancer. Bringing
millions of people together for coffee
and cake each September, Macmillan
Cancer Support’s World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning has become a British
institution over the years – with
thousands of events happening up and
down the country including in
Thurrock.
Speaking after the event, Emma Summerhayes, Head of Year 12 at Ortu Sixth Form Centre, Stanford &
Corringham Centre said: “We really enjoyed doing our bit for this year’s Coffee Morning. It was great to get
people together, have a nibble and a natter and raise money for Macmillan to help people living with cancer at
the same time. I want to thank everyone who supported and helped to make it a success.”
“Unfortunately for us all, at some point, we have lost loved ones or know people who have relied on the
wonderful service that Macmillan provide and the money we have raised is for a wonderful cause.”

During October 2018 the Library
received a small grant from the Jack
Petchey Foundation.
We used the funding to create an
‘outdoor reading/study area’ where
students can work outside in a calm,
comfortable environment. Within
this area, we’ve added reading
material which students have chosen
to enjoy. These resources are the
latest fiction novels, language sets,
including LGBT and a mental health
section for students to engage with.
We’ve included beanbags for the
students to relax with which can be used both in and outdoors and
we also purchased parasols for the outside space so students could
study outdoors which would allow for shade and UV protection. On
warmer days expect to find the outdoor area ready to use.
The outdoor reading/study area has helped students be more attentive and, therefore, have a better
recollection of the information that has been shared in lessons. Being outdoors can decrease stress and
anxiety, helps elevate mood, and helps with emotion. In the outdoor area, students have been more
motivated to work together in groups, and groups have displayed further social skills. The outdoor
environment has helped students communicate, and cooperate with their peers in a more effective
manner.
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On Thursday 7th February Miss Wallis
arranged for Year 12 and 13 Art,
Photography and Textiles students to attend
South Essex College. The purpose of the trip
was to experience two printmaking
workshops to give them an idea of the
foundation course offered at the college . All
the students were thoroughly engaged and
enjoyed the entire experience.
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Earlier this year we received a visit from the Head of Production for
Global, the parent company of Capital, Heart & Classic FM, Ashley
Bard. He came to visit our sixth form to deliver two Media
Masterclasses and a lunchtime drop-in session for the students.

Ashley taught two lessons on the radio industry and audiences to two
lucky Year 12 and Year 13 groups, discussing his 14 years of
experience and the impact of technology on the output of radio
stations, specifically his home station Capital FM. The focus of these
sessions allowed students to also record their own Stranger Things
script and watch him live-edit the sound together: clipping and arranging, then adding sound eﬀects and
recorded Foley sounds, to create atmosphere and realism.
At lunchtime, any eager radio enthusiasts, media students or Capital FM fans
were invited to come along to a question and answer session and were treated
to a ‘special premiere’ which they’ve promised not to reveal! The students
oﬀered a wide range of questions; grilling Ashley about his job, making
suggestions for the playlist and gasping at his celebrity encounters.
Although a subject specific visit for media, Ashley also took the opportunity to
discuss careers and aspirations, having not followed a traditionally academic
route himself. He encouraged our students to consider turning their hobbies
or passions into careers, through work experience and self-motivation, as well
as valuing the education they receive in school or college.
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During May 2018 Mary & Pelumi attended Emmanuel College
Cambridge as part of the ‘Inspire 2INVOLVE initiative’. Students
selected for the Inspire residential courses are given access to the
latest ideas and research, challenging them to explore beyond the A
level curriculum. The teamwork, research and presentation skills
developed on these courses not only help the participants prepare
competitive applications for leading universities; students on the
programme are also supported in devising and delivering student-led
educational projects that benefit their school communities, gaining
themselves an INVOLVE award. Both Mary and Pelumi attended and
completed a course and residential in neuroscience where they
were given an intensive grounding in the science of the brain,
eventually delivering presentations on topics such as Alzheimer’s
disease and epilepsy.
Both went on to feature in the colleges annual review publication
earlier this year which is circulated to a worldwide audience and all
alumni.
Pelumi said: “The course was reassuring for when I go into higher
education, through the experience of independent working, tutorials
and discussions with other students “
Mary too stated: “It allowed me to challenge myself. I know now I
shouldn’t be afraid to think outside the box and that I should be
more confident in the way I think / how I process information “

Arts Awards Evening 2019
July 4th 2019 saw the annual Arts Awards ceremony at Ortu Gable Hall School. Several students were awarded
for their dedication to the performing & creative arts throughout their time at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre.
We wish all of them the best of luck in their future endeavours.

Subject Awards
Commitment to Art - Lara H

Lifetime Achievement Awards
Art - Laurelle M

Inspirational Artist Award - Matthew A

Dance - Lily D

Dance Award - Isabelle H

Drama - Josh J

Best Choreography Award - Eleanor H

Music - Matthew T

Group Award - A Level Dancers

Technical Theatre - Harry M

Drama Award - Ellie R
Music Award - Ally G
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On Friday 16th November we came together to host a fundraising event for Children in Need raising £118 in
total. The event included a bake sale, table tennis tournament, performances from the BTEC Band 'Full
Frequency' and students were allowed to wear ripped jeans in support of the charity. Videos of the event were
shared through the official facebook page (facebook.com/ortusixthform). Thank you to all students and staff for
helping make this a great fundraising event.
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On Tuesday 2nd July 2019 Year 12 student Harry W
performed songs live on local radio station, Gateway 97.8
FM. Harry, a keen performing arts student currently
studying A Level Music, Music Technology and BTEC
Performing Arts Drama was on work placement at the
radio station when he was asked to perform. The ‘Good
Afternoon with Ari’ show DJ Ari commented that Harry’s
live performance was “amazing” and how it had given him
goosebumps.
You can listen to Harry’s performance again for a limited
timeby visiting the radfo station website at
www.gateway978.com/listen-again

On Friday 16th November, students studying crime
and deviance in Sociology travelled to the city to visit
the Royal Courts of Justice and then onto see a real
crime sentencing at the Old Bailey.
Students Phoebe S and Riley M who won the Jack
Petchey Award, graciously donated the money to
allow their classmates to benefit from an extremely
educational day. The group were given a 5 hour
guided tour of the courts and across sites of London
which play a paramount part of law and order in
England and Wales.

The Royal Courts of Justice, commonly called the Law
Courts, is a court building in London which houses
the High Court and Court of Appeal of England and
Wales. The High Court also sits on circuit and in
other major cities. Designed by George Edmund
Street, who died before it was completed, it is a large
grey stone edifice in the Victorian Gothic style built in
the 1870s and opened by Queen Victoria in 1882. It is
one of the largest courts in Europe.
The Old Bailey has been housed in several structures
near this location since the sixteenth century, and its
present building dates from 1902.
The Crown Court sitting at the Central Criminal
Court deals with major criminal cases from
within Greater London and in exceptional cases, from
other parts of England and Wales. Trials at the Old
Bailey, as at other courts, are open to the public;
however, they are subject to stringent security
procedures.
The group were able to sit in on two court cases in
the Royal Courts (a bankruptcy case and a
deformation of character case) then the sentencing of
an 18 year old for murder as part of a gang attack.
Students were amazed by the history of the courts
and were mesmerized by the final sentencing of the
day which brought a sense of realism of events. Year
13 student Sam T said of the day “This is a truly
unbelievable experience, it has given me clarity, focus
and drive in my aspirations to study in this profession”
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Theo A was selected to represent English Schools
for Long Jump at the European Schools Games
Competition which was held in Croatia.
Theo is extremely dedicated to his athletics and
trains 5 nights a week as well as entering
competition across Essex and Nationally. Theo
achieved 2nd place to earn the Silver medal in Long
Jump and was placed 4th in the Heptathlon. These
awards add to Theo’s incredible collection which
consists of: 1st place 2018 International Schools
(Long Jump), 1st place 2018 U17 South of England
Championship (Long Jump), 1st place 2018 U17
South of England Championship (High Jump), 1st
place 2018 U17 South of England Championship
(200m), 1st place 2018 Essex County Championship
(Long Jump) 1st place 2018 Essex County
Championship (High Jump), 1st place 2018 Essex
County Championship (200m) and finally 1st place
2018 Essex County Championship (Shot Put – 5kg).
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