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There are a wide range of choices at 16+ for young 
people and we are committed to expanding the 
choice available to young people by providing them 
with the opportunity to continue their education at 
their 11-16 school.

Ortu Gable Hall School & Ortu Hassenbrook 
are working in partnership to create the Ortu 
Sixth Form Centre located in Stanford-le-Hope & 
Corringham. 

The partnership already has a proven track record 
of excellent academic success and pastoral care and 
we are now celebrating over 13 years of operation. 
This is a firm foundation for the successful 
education of our students.

Our first intake of students began their courses in 
September 2009 and by working together we are 
able to provide the students with a wider choice 
of subjects and a comprehensive programme of 
enrichment activities. Ortu Federation is committed 
to providing a well-ordered environment where 
students’ feel valued and supported to achieve their 
full potential.

We are fortunate to have good facilities with a 
purpose built Sixth Form at Ortu Gable Hall School.
We are also pleased to say that students will also be 
eligible to apply for a Sixth Form Bursary.
This Prospectus sets out the programmes of study 
on offer and how we will operate. This is an exciting 
opportunity which we very much hope you will take 
advantage of.

Sue Weston MMed Sci BEd (Hons)
Founding Director of Ortu Sixth Form Centre



Why Choose Us?    Enrichment
The majority of you will already have spent five 
years at one of our schools in the Ortu Federation; 
this means that you know us and we know you. You 
know where to find your teaching staff, if you need 
help and you know that they will be there all day. In 
addition, having already spent five years teaching you, 
we know how to get the best out of you. Because 
we care!

After having invested five years in you, we want 
you to do the very best that you can in Further 
Education and we know that issues will still arise 
where you will need advice and support. The care 
and support system that you have experienced from 
years 7 to 11 is still there in the Sixth Form and we 
will endeavor to help you with any issues that may 
arise over your time with us.

It can often be nerve-wracking starting somewhere 
new, finding your way around and knowing who to 
ask if you need help. One of the advantages of being 
a student at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford 
& Corringham is that you don’t have to worry 
about that as you already know where you’re going. 
External students will also be introduced to our 
facilities during our induction program.

The Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford & 
Corringham is much smaller than the colleges and 
therefore we have a much more personal touch. The 
added advantage of being small is that you will gain 
more individual attention and help from your subject 
teacher and they will have a far greater knowledge 
of your strengths and weaknesses than if you were 
in a much larger college. 

Alongside your studies, there is also a comprehensive 
programme of enrichment activities. All subject areas 
enhance the curriculum with visiting speakers and 
trips.

For example, A Level English invite in an Examiner 
to support students with their studies including 
workshops on Paradise Lost, The Great Gatsby 
and A Streetcar Named Desire. Media Studies 
students have attended the British Film Institution. 
Psychology/Sociology students enjoy a visit to 
Amsterdam and Politics students visit the Houses of 
Parliament.

All our students have the opportunity to visit a 
Higher Education Convention to assist them with 
making their UCAS choices. Students also have 
the chance to visit ‘Opportunity Thurrock’ - a local 
careers focused exhbition hosted by Thurrock 
Council which highlights opportunities for further 
development after Sixth Form.  We run a compulsory 
ETC Programme (Ethics, Transition and Citizenship) 
which includes visits from a number of outside 
speakers and it is during this time that we assist our 
students with their UCAS preparation. We have also 
invested in Unifrog to support students with their 
university/apprenticeship research.



Your Route to Success
 When choosing your courses you need to consider;
• what you enjoy
• what future career route you may want to follow
• the grades you expect to achieve at GCSE

Level 3 Courses
These will enable students to go to university, higher 
level apprenticeships or employment and include:
Academic - A Levels
Vocational - BTEC & T Levels

Alongside your academic studies, you will also 
participate in our Enrichment Programme which 
will include additional subject lectures, sport and 
community service.

Academic - A Levels
Some subjects will cover a one year AS level 
alongside the two year A2 course however many 
subjects, for example in History you will need to 
commit to a two year course. Please discuss this 
with either the subject teachers or the Sixth Form 
Team if you are unsure.

Some subjects will run as previously where you can 
continue from AS to A2. However the AS level will 
not contribute to the full A Level qualification, for 
example English Literature.

Minimum entry requirements for the A Level 
route are Maths and English preferably at grade 5 
equivalent or above, as well as the requirements 
for the individual subject areas. Individual 
subject requirements can be found in the course 
descriptions in this booklet.

Vocational - Diploma & Extended Diploma
BTEC courses offer well recognised qualifications, 
understood by teachers, employers and universities 
and are highly regarded stepping stones to 
employment in the vocational area or university. 
They are level 3 qualifications designed to provide 
highly specialist work-related qualifications in a 
range of vocational sectors. They give learners the 
knowledge, understanding and skills that they need 
to prepare for employment.

For students wishing to study vocational courses 
they would be expected to have achieved four 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above:
Diplomas are equivalent to 2 A Levels.
Extended Diplomas are equivalent to 3 A Levels.

BTEC courses are stringent and robust and comprise 
of externally assessed examination modules and 
coursework assignments. Students will be taught an 
assignment and will have to complete their work by 
a set deadline.

By meeting the deadline, staff can offer feedback 
and students are then able to re-submit their work. 
This is then the final piece that will be submitted for 
assessment. Some modules will also be externally 
assessed by examinations.



Opened in 2009, the Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford & 
Corringham has now been providing further education to 
students for over 13 years. During this time we have seen 
countless successes with former students branching out far 
and wide achieving all sorts of wonderous feats. 

Throughout this prospectus you will read success stories 
from a small selection of our former students.

Adjacent are just some of the facts and figures from our 
students successes of the last 13 years as we look forward 
to a prosperous future and ensuring success together.

1000+
total students

A Level pass grades
1300+

vocational outcomes 
at Distinction+

98%

of graduates progress 
to university or 

employment

99%

degrees awarded to 
our graduates

375+
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Art & Design - Fine Art

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in either GCSE Art & Design, GCSE Photography, 
GCSE Textiles, Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or approval of 
portfolio.

About This Course
Fine Art is a diverse, in depth, inspiring and practical 
investigation into a range of media and techniques. You 
will explore the work of an extensive range of artists and 
designers and have the opportunity to access media such as 
painting, printmaking, sculpture, digital art and installation to 
create a broad and extensive portfolio. You are encouraged 
to express you own artistic identity and will explore 
independently identified themes. As far as possible the course 
will be tailored to support your own interests. 

Course Content & Assessment
AQA A Level Fine Art consists of two parts:
Component 1: Personal Investigation 60%
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40%
Following a series of portfolio workshops you will start 
component one where you have complete freedom to select 
the idea, concept or theme for your ‘Personal Investigation’. 
Your practical work will be presented in sketchbooks and 
supported by written reflection. (1000-3000 words).

For component two AQA provide a range of ideas or 
concepts, you choose one to explore and develop into a final 
piece. This is completed during 15 hours of supervised time.
 
What could this course lead to?
A Level Fine Art can lead to higher qualifications, such as the 
Foundation Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to a variety 
of careers including Product Design,Architect, Marketing and 
Promotion, Fine Artist, Interior Design or Graphic Design.
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Art & Design - Photography

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in either GCSE Photography, GCSE Art & Design, 
GCSE Textiles, Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or approval of 
portfolio.

About This Course
Photography is about looking, analysing, making and 
communicating. You will explore the work of an extensive 
range of photographers and artists and have the opportunity 
to access media such as digital SLR photography, studio 
photography, analogue and dark room techniques, screen 
printing and digital editing in Photoshop to create a broad 
and extensive portfolio. You are encouraged to express you 
own artistic identity and will explore independently identified 
themes. As far as possible the course will be tailored to 
support your own interests.  

Course Content & Assessment
AQA A Level Photography consists of two parts;
Component 1: Personal Investigation 60%
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40%
Following a series of portfolio workshops you will start 
component one where you have complete freedom to select 
the idea, concept or theme for your ‘Personal Investigation’. 
Your practical work will be presented in sketchbooks and 
supported by written reflection. (1000-3000 words).
For component two AQA provide a range of ideas or 
concepts, you choose one to explore and develop into a final 
piece. This is completed during 15 hours of supervised time.
  
What could this course lead to?
A Level Photography can lead to higher qualifications, such 
as the Foundation Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to 
a variety of creative careers including Photography, Film, 
Television and Visual Culture, Animation, Graphic Design, 
Marketing and Journalism.
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Art & Design - Textile Design

Entry Requirements 
Grade 6 in either GCSE Textiles, GCSE Art & Design, GCSE 
Photography, Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or approval of 
portfolio.

About This Course
This course requires an enthusiasm for Fashion, Costume, 
Design and the Visual Arts, as well as imagination and an 
enquiring mind. You will explore the work of an extensive 
range of textiles artists and designers and have the 
opportunity to access media such as machine embroidery, 
batik, silk painting, felt making, screen printing, hand 
embroidery, dying fabric, appliqué, fashion illustration and 
garment construction, to create a broad and extensive 
portfolio. You are encouraged to express you own artistic 
identity and will explore independently identified themes. As 
far as possible the course will be tailored to support your 
own interests. 

Course Content & Assessment
AQA A Level Textiles consists of two parts;
Component 1: Personal Investigation 60%
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment 40%
Following a series of portfolio workshops you will start 
component one where you have complete freedom to select 
the idea, concept or theme for your ‘Personal Investigation’. 
Your practical work will be presented in sketchbooks and 
supported by written reflection. (1000-3000 words).

For component two AQA provide a range of ideas or 
concepts, you choose one to explore and develop into a final 
piece. This is completed during 15 hours of supervised time. 
 
What could this course lead to?
A Level Textile Design can lead to higher qualifications, such 
as the Foundation Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to a 
variety of careers including Fashion Design, Fashion Marketing, 
Fashion Promotion, Costume Design, Textile Artist, Textile 
Design and Interior Design.



10

Business Studies

Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in English and Maths and if you studied a Business or 
Finance course in KS4 you should have a grade 6 / Merit to 
demonstrate you have an aptitude for the subject.

About This Course
The BTEC National Diploma in Business Level 3 qualification 
gives learners the knowledge, understanding and skills which 
underpin the business sector that will prepare them for 
further study, training or employment. It is suitable for learners 
who want to progress to higher education courses in business 
areas before entering employment but it can also support 
learners who want to progress directly to employment in 
job roles in business or business management and Higher 
Apprenticeships in the business sector.
 
Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business is 
equivalent in size to two A Levels and comprises of 8 units 
(of which 6 are mandatory) including 3 that are externally 
assessed. Topics include Finance, Customer Service and 
Marketing for example. Grades available range from double 
Pass (PP) up to double Distinction Star (D*D*).

What could this course lead to?
The BTEC National Diploma is a 2-year qualification which 
will help prepare them for a range of business and financial 
degree programmes or jobs within the profession. The 
qualification carries a minimum of 31 UCAS (PP) and a 
maximum 112 UCAS (D*D*) points and is recognised by 
higher education providers as meeting admission requirements 
for many relevant courses, for example: BSc (Hons) in Business 
Management, BA (Hons) in Business Studies, BA (Hons) in 
Marketing, BSc (Hons) in Finance, BSc (Hons) in Accounting 
and many other business or finance related higher education 
qualifications. Potential areas of employment include junior 
business roles in marketing, accountancy, administration, 
finance, events management, HR and other related areas in the 
business sector, including higher apprenticeships.

“

“After leaving the Sixth Form I studied at 
Canterbury Christ Church University to 
study Human Resource Management with 
Psychology BSC, for which I graduated with 
a 1st class honours. I then went on to various 
HR roles in the city & am now an HR Officer 
at a London stock brokers, & am studying for 
my Level 7 (masters equivalent) CIPD Diploma 
qualification in HR.

The smaller size of classes & year group meant 
each teacher could spend more time with you 
personally & take the time to understand & 
develop your individual needs.

The Ortu Sixth Form Centre has a very 
friendly & family oriented approach, you will 
get great support studying there & much more 
than you would do in a bigger college.”

Hannah Flanders
Achieved A Levels in Business Studies, Drama, 
Music & Psychology at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre 
between September 2012 & June 2014
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“
Criminology

Entry Requirements 
Minimum grade 4 in English and Mathematics.

About This Course
The WJEC specification has made Criminology an Applied 
Diploma qualification that is equivalent to one A Level. It 
contains elements of psychology, law and sociology that 
perfectly complements studies in humanities. 
Course Content & Assessment
There are four mandatory units that all students will be 
required to complete:

1) Changing Awareness of Crime
2) Criminological Theories
3) Crime Scene to Courtroom
4) Crime & Punishment

Of those units 2 will be internally assessed whilst the other 2 
externally assessed.

What could this course lead to?
This qualification allows students to gain the required 
understanding and skills to be able to consider employment 
within some aspects of the criminal justice system. 
An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles 
within the criminal justice sector, e.g. National Probation 
Service, the Courts and Tribunals Service or the National 
Offender Management Service.

“I graduated the Ortu Sixth Form in July 2021 
amongst the first group of students who got 
to complete the new Criminology Applied 
Diploma course after which I was accepted onto 
the Criminology BA (Hons) course at Anglia 
Ruskin University Cambridge which I started in 
September 2021.
Criminology was an extremely interesting course 
which completely changed how I approached my 
studies, learning and discussing all forms of crime 
and how each has an effect on today’s society. 
This was enhanced by my teacher’s passion for 
keeping the classes varied and relevant. Without 
all their help and support I would not have the 
passion for Criminology I now do and certainly 
wouldn’t have made it to university without 
them.
The Ortu Sixth Form Centre allows you to be 
known by the staff members, they are there to 
help and give confidence in attaining your best 
potential grades. You learn new skills in writing, 
researching and discussions which gives a 
fantastic grounding to move on to university.”

Cameron Floyd
Achieved Business Studies Diploma (DM) & 
Criminology Applied Diploma (B) at the Ortu Sixth 
Form Centre between September 2019 & June 2021
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“
Entry Requirements 
Dance GCSE grade 5 / BTEC Performing Arts Merit or above 
and English Language GCSE grade 5.

About This Course
This course is for someone who enjoys all aspects of dance; 
choreography, performing, watching and analysing professional 
companies as well as each other. You will gain a deeper 
understanding about your body and how it moves through 
the theoretical delivery of Anatomy and Physiology in Dance. 
You will be required to dance as a soloist and as part of a 
group for the practical examination. It is essential that you 
are motivated, committed and willing to give extra time for 
practical rehearsal. 

Course Content & Assessment
This is a two year course covering performance, choreography 
and dance theory. You will practically perform a solo 
performance linked to a specified practitioner within an area 
of study, perform in a quartet and choreograph a group dance 
based on exam question. For dance theory you will cover in 
depth two areas of study American Jazz and Rambert Dance 
Company. 

What could this course lead to?
This subject is relevant for anyone who has a passion for 
dance and a desire to study dance further at university or a 
professional establishment. It also complements any Theatre 
Studies or Performing Arts course. Further career outcomes 
could be: Professional Dancer, Dance Teacher, Community 
Dance Work or Choreographer.

“I loved the fact that my classes were very small, 
so the support we all received throughout 
was amazing. I liked all of my courses & had 
fabulous teachers for all of my subjects. who 
really helped inspire me and guide my future 
aspirations.  
After leaving the Sixth Form I decided 
to pursue Musical Theatre and went to 
Performers College & studied A Level 6 
Diploma Musical Theatre. I have since worked 
as a Professional Dancer/Singer for a Cruise 
company travelling the world.
To all prospective future students I’d say always 
study what you love! Do everyday with a smile 
on your face and you’ll enjoy every minute.
I am so thankful to everyone at the Ortu 
Sixth Form Centre for helping me reach all my 
aspirations.”

Isabelle Hetherington
Achieved A Levels in English Literature (B), History 
(B), Dance (B), Drama (B) & Textiles (A) at the 
Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 
2012 & June 2014

Dance
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“
English Language & Literature

Entry Requirements 
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language & English Literature.

About This Course
A Level English Language and Literature will be familiar to 
students from their study of English Language and Literature 
at GCSE level, with the study of literary and non-fiction 
written and spoken texts. The course also enables students to 
develop their creativity and expertise by producing their own 
original non-fiction and fiction writing. Students explore texts 
of greater variety and challenge than those encountered at 
GCSE and learn to apply linguistic and literary concepts and 
methods to their analysis of texts.

Course Content & Assessment
A Level English Language & Literature comprise of three 
examinations and two pieces of coursework. For the 
examinations, you will study an anthology of both written and 
spoken non-fiction extracts, a poetry collection (currently 
William Blake’s Songs of Innocence & Experience), a play 
(currently Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire), 
a novel (currently F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby) 
as well as producing your own original narratives. For the 
coursework, you will complete a comparative essay on two 
non-fiction novels (currently Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood 
and Dave Cullen’s Columbine) and produce your own creative 
non-fiction text.
(Please note that indications of texts studied for English 
courses are based on the current syllabus and are subject to 
change in the event of examination board changes & teacher 
expertise.)

What could this course lead to?
An A Level in English Language & Literature prepares students 
for university and entry into a diversity of professions. Some 
of the possible career opportunities are: Barrister, Building 
Surveyor, Civil Service, Estate Agent, Journalist, Personal 
Assistant, Press Officer, Psychologist, RAF Officer, Retail 
Manager, Social Worker or Teacher.

“After graduating from the Ortu Sixth Form 
Centre I inducted at the University of Sheffield, 
where I read English Literature. Whilst at 
university, I was given the freedom to develop my 
interests. Alongside my academic studies, I wrote 
& edited the university’s independent student 
newspaper & I joined a devised theatre company. I 
graduated with a First Class Honours in July 2019 
& I now have a scholarship to study a Master’s in 
Magazine Journalism at the university.
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at sixth form. I 
am grateful to all my tutors for their excellent 
teaching which I carried with me throughout 
university. I always was pushed me to aim high & 
work hard, encouraging my application to Russell 
Group universities; prior to sixth form, I didn’t 
think that would have been possible. 
To future students choose subjects which you have 
a genuine interest & enthusiasm for. University is 
framed as a financial investment, rather than a 
place to nurture & develop your knowledge. Take 
into account subjects which will help your career 
is wise but choosing a subject you have genuine 
passion for will serve you better than one you 
merely tolerate.” 

Harry Browse
Achieved A Levels in English Literature (A*), 
Sociology(B), Drama & Theatre Studies (B) at the Ortu 
Sixth Form Centre between September 2014 & June 
2016
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“
Entry Requirements 
Grade 7 in GCSE English Language & English Literature.

About This Course
This subject is a must for anyone who enjoys reading and exchanging 
ideas. Building on prior knowledge from GCSE, you will study a 
variety of texts from Shakespeare to the modern day and will have 
the opportunity to examine different genres within their social and 
historical contexts. There are lots of opportunities to discuss and 
debate as you develop your insight. You will be expected to undertake 
independent reading and research. The course will include, whenever 
possible, theatre trips to see performances of the texts studied.

Course Content & Assessment
A Level Literature is assessed via two closed text examinations at 
the end of A2 (80%) and a coursework folder (20%) of approximately 
3000 words not including quotations. The coursework unit 
comprises of a short task, typically a close analysis and one extended 
comparative essay. 

Component 1
• Section A: Shakespeare: Hamlet
• Section B: Drama & poetry pre-1900: Drama text: A Doll’s House by 

Henrik Ibsen. Poetry: Paradise Lost, Books 9 and 10. John Milton.  
Component 2

• Section A: Close reading in a chosen topic area (Gothic Literature)
• Section B: Comparative & contextual study in a chosen topic area. 

Gothic Literature. Your main texts for comparison will include: The Bloody 
Chamber (Angela Carter) and Frankenstein (Mary Shelley).

Coursework - Students will be required to write a critical response 
to a poetry unit and a comparative essay, together worth 20% of 
their overall grade. The texts for comparison are: A Streetcar Named 
Desire (Tennessee Williams) and The Bell Jar (Sylvia Plath)

What could this course lead to?
A Level English Literature is a highly valued qualification and prepares 
students for university and entry into a diversity of professions. Some 
of the possible career opportunities are: Barrister, Building Surveyor, 
Civil Service, Estate Agent, Surveyor, Journalist, Personal Assistant, 
Press Officer, Psychologist, RAF Officer, Retail Manager, Social Worker 
or Teacher.
*Please note that indications of texts studied are based on the current 
syllabus and are subject to change in the event of exam board changes 
and teacher expertise.

“Studying at Sixth Form helped me obtain the results 
I needed to move onto studying a degree in English 
Literature & Theatre Studies at the University of Leeds, 
graduating with a 2:1. I then opted to do a Masters 
in Arts Management in Milan, graduating from there 
with a Distinction. I truly recommend prolonging your 
studies for as long as possible, explore other countries 
& throw yourself into all types of opportunities, as 
you’ll have the rest of your life to work & settle down! 
I am now a freelance translator & work in business 
development for data security, in London.
I was amongst the students who had previously 
studied at Gable Hall prior to Sixth Form, so I really 
enjoyed having that sense of continuation with the 
environment, friends & teachers. I noticed it was just 
as welcoming to students from other schools. The 
teachers themselves made a real effort to ensure we 
were all well connected & I’m grateful for the role they 
all played. Having small classes played a big part in the 
development of who I am today.
If like me you care about investing some time in self-
discovery both academically & personally then I urge 
you to opt for Ortu Sixth Form Centre, I promise you 
will reap the benefits long after those two years are 
over.”

Julie Moore
Achieved A Levels English Literature (A), Drama & Theatre 
Studies (B), Dance (B), History (B) & AS Art & Design at 
the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 2011 & 
June 2013

English Literature
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Esports NEW

Entry Requirements 
Grade 4 in English and Maths.

About This Course
This qualification is aimed at students that want to progress to 
employment or higher education in the industry.  You will gain 
an in-depth insight on a variety of aspects of Esports, from 
strategy and analysis to player health and wellbeing, through to 
the marketing and development of a team.

As part of the course, those students studying for the 
qualification have the opportunity to be part of The Ortu 
Ospreys, the Sixth form Esports team, and compete nationally 
in the British Esports Student Champs.

Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Esports is 
equivalent in size to two A Levels and comprises of 9 units of 
which 5 are mandatory.  All units are internally assessed with 
no external assessments. 

What could this course lead to?
As one of the fastest growing industries, there are numerous 
jobs opening up in the Esports sector, such as Esports player, 
team coach, events organiser or data analyst to name just a 
few.
This qualification also attracts UCAS points, so on completion 
of this programme, you could apply for Higher Education or 
foundation degrees within Esports, Events Management, Media 
or Business and Entrepreneurship.
Alternatively, students will have gained a range of skills 
throughout the programme that are recognised by other 
employers and may wish to pursue immediate careers with 
employers or apprenticeship providers.

If we don’t offer a course you 
would be interested in please

get in touch & let us know!

The new courses we can now 
offer are thanks to requests 

from our students

With enough interest from 
applicants we will always 

endeavour to run new courses
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Entry Requirements 
Specific to courses selected, please read individual course 
information. 

About This Programme 
The main aim of the programme is to develop aspiring 
footballers technical ability around their post-16 studies. 
Students who wish to apply can play football at any level with 
the aim to help students reach the next stage and go on to 
play senior football. 

What does the programme cover? 
The timetable has been designed to include technical sessions 
to develop skills, game preparation, developing a players match 
play and finally strength and conditioning to develop a player’s 
physical ability and strength. 

Throughout year 1 there will also be opportunities for 
students to complete coaching awards which may lead to 
future career opportunities. The programme will include 
guest speakers and coaches providing information on future 
opportunities, for example apprenticeships or studying in 
the USA, alongside visits and trips. Lastly, students will be 
given opportunities to undertake work experience which will 
enhance their CV when applying for university, apprenticeships 
or employment. 
The Football Development Programme is suited for those 
students who wish to study the BTEC Level 3 Sport & 
Exercise Science qualification (more information on this 

Football Development Programme NEW

course is available in the prospectus) however students will 
also be able to take other qualifications such as A Levels and 
re-sit GCSE’s in English and Maths if their individual timetable 
allows. 
Students will have a minimum of 6 hours of football a week 
including weekly matches in local and national competitions. 
Students will also be able to buy training and match-day wear 
at a discounted cost.

Example Programme Timetable & Activities
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Financial Studies & Geography were both 
NEW for 2021/2022, because our students 
requested them.

www.OrtuSixthForm.org

The path to your future,
begins here.
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Financial Studies Geography

Entry Requirements
Grade 5 in English and Maths and if you studied a Business or 
Finance course in KS4 you should have a grade 6 / Merit to 
demonstrate you have an aptitude for the subject.

About This Course
This course helps students develop practical life skills to be 
able to make sound financial decisions as they enter adulthood.  
Finance is not maths and this subject is useful wherever your 
destination takes you after sixth form. This course requires 
students to develop their ability by acquiring a range of core skills 
of independent thinking, critical analysis and evaluation, verbal and 
written communication.  

Course Content & Assessment
The LIBF (London Institute of Banking & Finance) Diploma 
in Financial Studies is equivalent in size to one A Level and 
comprises of 4 units each of which is externally assessed via two 
examinations including a multiple choice paper and a written 
paper including a case study and essay style questions. Topics 
include areas such as payment methods, borrowing, saving, 
providers, budgets/financial planning, consumer protection, debt, 
tax, earnings and ethics. Grades available range from A* to E 
(same as for an A Level).

What could this course lead to?
The Financial Studies Diploma from LIBF is a 2-year qualification, 
with students completing the Certificate in Financial Studies in 
Year 12 equivalent to an AS Level and continuing to complete 
the Diploma in Financial Studies during Year 13. UCAS points are 
the same as for an A Level. The Diploma would, when combined 
with additional qualifications, be an ideal foundation for higher 
education courses such as: BSc (Hons) in Business Management, 
BA (Hons) in Business Studies, BA (Hons) in Marketing, BSc 
(Hons) in Finance, BSc (Hons) in Accounting and many other 
business or finance related higher education qualifications. For 
students who choose to move straight into employment, the 
Diploma in Financial Studies could lead to careers in areas 
such as in Insurance, Finance, Banking, Marketing and Office 
Administration, or in the voluntary sector such as with Citizens 
Advice.

Entry Requirements 
Minimum of a level 6 in GCSE Geography.

About This Course
This A Level course will enable students to become critical 
decision-makers and informed citizens, who understand 
the role and importance of Geography as one of the key 
disciplines relevant to understanding the world’s changing 
peoples, places and environments.
Course Content & Assessment
Paper 1: Physical landscape and processes
Paper 2: Globalisation and shaping places
Paper 3: Synoptic investigation
NEA: Independent investigation

What could this course lead to?
Geography is both a numerate and literate discipline and 
is excellent preparation for university.  Careers within 
environmental consultancy, regional planning, quantity 
surveying and GIS mapping require a geographical background.  
Students wishing to go into journalism, logistics, architecture 
and politics would also benefit from A-Level Geography.
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Health & Social Care 

Entry Requirements 
Grade 4 in English and Maths and L2P in Health and Social 
Care level 2.

About This Course
This qualification is an in-depth study of the health and social 
care sector. 

Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in 
Health and Social Care is equivalent in size to three A Levels 
and comprises of 13 units of which 8 are mandatory and 4 are 
externally assessed. 

What could this course lead to?
The BTEC National Extended Diploma is a 2-year 
qualification, meaning that learners will complete 13 units, 
which will fully prepare them for a range of health and social 
care degree programmes or jobs within the profession. 
The qualification carries a minimum of 48 UCAS and a 
maximum 168 UCAS points and is recognised by higher 
education providers as meeting admission requirements for 
many relevant courses, for example: BSc (Hons) in Nursing, 
BA (Hons) in Social Work, BSc (Hons) in Physiotherapy, 
BSc (Hons) in Occupational Therapy, BSc (Hons) in Speech 
Therapy, BA (Hons) in Health and Social Care and any other 

health related or higher education qualification.

“

“I went on to study BA (Hons) Special 
Education Studies which is credited by the 
University of Essex.  I really thank Ortu Sixth 
Form for supporting me in gaining the vital 
skills for academic life at university. I also 
am work as a Part-Time Learning Support 
Assistant in a Secondary School, which will 
help me with my future ambition to become 
a teacher.
I loved the small environment of Sixth Form 
- the teachers really took the time to get 
to know you as a person, & found a way to 
support you best in your studies.  I really 
felt the support I got from my teachers was 
tailored towards me, which resulted in me 
doing extremely well at my time there.
The jump from GCSE to Level 3/A Level is 
huge - in some ways a lot bigger than the jump 
to university from Sixth Form. Make sure you 
ask help from your teachers because they 
really do care about your achievements.  Make 
sure you go to the silent study room to make 
the most of your studying so you can do the 
best. I’d definitely suggest to your Student 
Council for some social events to bond with 
those on other courses.”

Samuel Green
Achieved BTEC Extended DiplomA Level 3 in 
Health & Social Care at the Ortu Sixth Form 
Centre between September 2015 & June 2017
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History Law

Entry Requirements 
History GCSE grade 6 or above.

About This Course
We are offering a syllabus that has real relevance in today’s 
world, where students are taught the skills of understanding 
and analysing sources, recalling and selecting information, 
building a logical argument and developing sensitivity towards 
historical problems. This course has a heavy emphasis on 
literacy and requires students to read additional sources.
 

Course Content & Assessment
• Unit 1: Breadth study – The Quest for Political Stability: Germany, 

1871–1991
• Unit 2: Depth study – The Making of Modern Britain,         

1951-2007
• Unit 3: NEA – The Tudors, 1486-1603

What could this course lead to?
History is a well-regarded subject and is useful for students 
interested in careers in Law, Journalism, Government and 
Political life, but also for vocational careers such as Teaching 
and Social or Youth Work.

Entry Requirements 
5 GCSE passes at grades 9 - 5 (including English Language at 
grade 6 and any Humanities GCSE at grade 6).

About This Course
An A Level qualification in Law will prepare you for a wide 
variety of university degree courses, as it will develop your 
skills of analysis, comprehension, academic writing and 
debating. Law is a well-respected subject and success in 
this course is likely to make you attractive to prospective 
employers and university admissions tutors alike. Students 
should be aware that the A Level is not required in order to 
study for a university degree in Law.
 
Course Content & Assessment
This A level requires students’ to study the following topics:

• Nature of Law and the English Legal System
• Criminal Law
• Law of Tort
• Human Rights Law

These topics will be assessed across three two hour papers 
taken at the end of the second year of study.

What could this course lead to?
Law opens up avenues to many exciting career areas including: 
Solicitor, Barrister, Court Clerk, Customs Official, Legal 
Executive, Paralegal, Police Officer, Politician, Banker, Local 
Government Officer & Social Worker
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Entry Requirements
Mathematics GCSE grade 7.

About This Course
Students will enjoy this challenging and demanding subject 
if they have been successful in their mathematical studies at 
GCSE level. In particular students will need a strong ability in 
algebraic skills. 
The course is based on a balance of Pure and Applied 
Mathematics with Applied Mathematics being split into 
Mechanics and Statistics.

Course Content & Assessment
All students will be assessed on these modules via 3 external 
examinations at the end of year 13. Each paper will last for 2 
hours and will be worth 33.3% of the overall A Level. Paper 
1 and Paper 2 cover the topics from the Pure Mathematics 
modules, Paper 3 covers the topics from the Applied modules 
(Statistics and Mechanics).

What could this course lead to?
Career prospects for students with Mathematics A Level are 
excellent and it is used in a number of fields as well as being a 
prerequisite for many technical higher education courses such 
as Engineering. It is also useful for many degree courses such 
as Medicine. Mathematics A Level prepares you for careers 
in Education, Business, Finance and Government, and is a 
qualification that is much valued by employers.

Entry Requirements
Mathematics GCSE grade 4. 

About This Course
The Core Mathematics qualification category is intended 
for post-GCSE study, although it is distinct from A/AS Level 
Mathematics. It is designed to support the mathematical 
content in our other Level 3 qualifications, for example A 
Level Biology, Business Studies, Geography, Psychology and 
BTECs Applied Science, Business Studies and Health and Social 
Care. 

Course Content & Assessment
We are delivering Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in 
Mathematics in Context which is equivalent in size to an 
AS level qualification and carries the same number of UCAS 
tariff points. The qualification focuses on using and applying 
mathematics and includes ideas and skills that support 
mathematics in other courses. The qualification is 100% exam 
based and has two written exam papers that are sat in May/
June.

What could this course lead to?
Studying Core Mathematics helps students develop their 
quantitative and problem-solving skills. This is valuable 
preparation for many degree courses, particularly in subjects 
such as geography, psychology, business-related courses, sports 
and social sciences, and natural science courses that do not 
require AS/A Level Mathematics. It is important to check if you 
will need A Level Mathematics for certain areas of study or 
apprenticeships when deciding to apply for Core Mathematics.

Mathematics - Core NEWMathematics
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Mathematics - Further Mathematics - Statistics NEW

Entry Requirements
Mathematics GCSE grade 7. Students will sit a suitability test 
in the first week of the course. Students must have A Level 
Mathematics as one of their other course choices. 

About This Course
A Level Further Mathematics is a particularly rigorous 
qualification. It is aimed at students who are considering 
reading Mathematics at University and as such the concepts 
are complex. Suitability requires a significant ability and a real 
appetite for studying ‘challenging’ mathematics. 

Course Content & Assessment
The course builds upon the standard A Level in Mathematics 
and is based on a balance of both Pure and Applied 
Mathematics. It is delivered alongside the standard A Level 
in Mathematics. Core Mathematics is divided into two 
compulsory units. The optional units are Decision Mathematics 
1 and Further Mechanics 1. There are 2 further optional units 
chosen from Further Statistics, Further Mechanics, Decision 
Mathematics and Further Pure Mathematics. There are 4 
external examinations at the end of Year 13. Each examination 
will last for one and a half hours and is worth 25% of the 
overall A Level.

What could this course lead to?
A Level Further Mathematics is a requirement for students 
wishing to read Mathematics at a top tier University. Typically 
it is taken in conjunction with A Level Mathematics. Together 
these form attractive A Levels highly regarded by academics 
and employers alike.

Entry Requirements 
Mathematics GCSE grade 5 and English Language grade 4. 

About This Course
Market research in business and commerce, improving the 
teamwork of a Premier League football team, predicting the 
next volcanic eruption… all of these activities, and many more, 
make use of statistical analysis in order to check facts, make 
predictions and suggest improvements.
A Level Statistics looks at the application of statistical 
techniques such as the collection, analysis, interpretation 
and explanation of data.  Using these techniques, predictions 
can be made followed by suggested actions.  Because of this, 
Statistics is an A Level subject that fits well with many others.  
It supports The Sciences, including Psychology and Sociology, 
enabling students to be able to analyse the data that they 
collect, as well as going hand in hand with Business Studies, 
enabling us to study and make predictions on consumers’ 
actions.  It even supports PE and Sports, equipping athletes 
with the tools to analyse their performance and find ways in 
which gains and improvements can be made.

Course Content & Assessment
The course builds upon the Statistics and Probability 
components of GCSE Mathematics and introduces new topics. 
These are assessed by three (two hour) examinations, which 
will take place at the end of the second year of study. All three 
exams are weighted equally.

What could this course lead to?
Students with an A Level in Statistics have found their skills 
to be valuable when taking degrees in Anthropology, Biology, 
Business Studies, Geography and Psychology. Statistics is now 
used so widely that many employers would see a qualification 
in Statistics as a distinct advantage.
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Entry Requirements 
Grade 4 in English and Maths. No previous study in Media is 
necessary.

About This Course
A Level Media Studies is a 2 Year course that initially examines 
the theoretical framework of Media as an abstract.  It 
examines the theorists that analyse modern and historical 
media products in order that a working knowledge of how 
theory is employed to develop understanding within this 
subject as well as allowing contextualisation of how and why 
media looks and behaves the way it does.

Case Studies are provided by the examination board (AQA) 
and students spend the larger part of their timetabled lessons 
completing these studies in a teacher led environment.
Course work accounts for 30% of the final grade with 2 
written examinations accounting for the final 70% with each 
paper counting for 35%.
 
Course Content & Assessment
The AQA A Level Media Studies qualification comprises a 
combination of set Close Study Products which will be issued 
prior to the start of the course.  All CSPs are mandatory 
(70% of qualification) and form 2 terminal examinations.                
A coursework (NEA element) element prescribed by AQA 
and marked internally (30% of qualification).

What could this course lead to?
Media Studies is a largely analytical subject and, as such, is 
a gateway subject to either higher education or the work 
place. Where cultural capital, political literacy and analytical 
skills are developed and applied, this could form an overall 
qualification package aimed toward Media courses, Performing 
Arts courses or any other humanities based subject areas. In 
cases of higher education, a BA or BA Hons can be achieved 
in either single honours or combined honours degrees. It 
can also be used in related fields of work or to demonstrate 
success to a chosen level of study post 18.

Media Studies

Entry Requirements 
This course is aimed at students who have been successful 
in gaining grade 6 in GCSE Music or Merit in BTEC Level 2 
Music.

About This Course
This course offers an alternative vocational award that is equal 
to one A Level.
You will need good practical skills on an instrument or voice – 
the standard level is Grade 6 - 7 by the end of the course.
You will need a good understanding of music theory (literacy) 
to follow this course. There will be an opportunity to develop 
your skills here after the completion of your GCSEs – speak 
to your music teacher about this.
This course will suit anyone who has a keen interest in 
creating and listening to different styles of music and who 
wishes to broaden their experience and deepen their 
understanding of both live and recorded music.
The course demands performing, composing, listening and 
analytical skills in almost equal measure. You will improve your 
skills in performing and composing in a range of styles. You will 
listen to a wide variety of music and develop a more informed 
appreciation of how and why it was written and/or performed.
 
Course Content & Assessment
The qualification consists of three mandatory units: Ensemble 
Music Performance, Practical Music Theory and Harmony and 
Professional Practise in the music industry.
One optional unit is also chosen from the following: 
Composing Music, Music Performance Session Styles, Solo 
Performance or Improvising Music.

What could this course lead to?
This course can help you progress to university in any number 
of music based degree courses. When studied alongside other 
A Levels it carries enough UCAS points to access many higher 
education degree courses.

Music
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Entry Requirements
This course is aimed at students who have been successful 
in gaining a grade 6 in GCSE Music or a Distinction in BTEC 
Level 2 Music.

About This Course
Music Performance is an essential skill that will help form 
your coursework, whether in the studio recording a song or 
composing music using technology.
This qualification aims to give you the skills and knowledge 
you need to thrive in the music industry, by developing your 
performance and creative skill, utilising the recording and 
production environment.

Course Content & Assessment
The BTEC Level 3 is split into Mandatory and Optional 
components. All units are coursework based with an 
externally assessed piece that is set by the exam board. These 
units will explore the use of studio equipment and mixing 
software with the aims to create music through recording and 
synthetic design.

What could this course lead to?
This course can help give you the opportunity to work in the 
Music and Entertainment industries with jobs roles such as:

• Sound Engineer
• Studio Sound Technician
• Live Sound Engineer
• Live Sound Monitoring Engineer
• Music Producer
• Composer
• Sound Designer / Foley Artist (within film and theatre)
• Mastering Engineer
• Radio DJ

Music Technology
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Performing Arts - Drama

Entry Requirements 
Minimum grade 4 or equivalent in GCSE English.  A minimum 
of a level 4 in GCSE Drama or merit in a vocational course. 

About the Course
The BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma in 
Performing Arts (Drama route) is a qualification aimed 
at those who want to progress to higher education and 
employment in the performing arts sector, but teaches skills 
that are transferable to all professions. The qualification is 
equivalent in size to one and a half A Levels, but is studied in 
one option block. 
This is a performance course so students will be expected to 
perform in several shows and showcases throughout the year. 
You will need to attend extra rehearsals in order to complete 
your devising work. You will also be expected to perform 
in the community as this will be part of your assessment. 
Alongside the practical work you are required to write essays 
and complete a research journal to build your evidence of 
work. Course Content & Assessment

Learners have to complete six units of work on specific topics, 
designed to develop and enhance performance skills. Students 
will study four mandatory units which focus on research, 
rehearsal, performing and evaluating. There are two optional 
units which can be tailored to student’s specific skill sets. 
There are three main forms of assessment that you need to 
be aware of: external, internal and synoptic. This means that 
marks can be awarded for the exploration and creation of 
work, not just the final project. Two of the mandatory units 
are externally assessed and the remaining four units are 
internally assessed. There is one written exam to complete.

What could this course lead to?
In addition to the performing arts sector-specific content, 
this qualification provides learners with the opportunity to 
develop all-round performance skills and transferable skills 
such as confidence, personal discipline, time management 
and organisational skills which are highly regarded by higher 
education and employers.
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Entry Requirements 
Minimum grade 4 or equivalent in GCSE English & Maths.       
Minimum grade 4 in GCSE Drama, Dance or Musical Theatre 
or a Merit in a vocational equivalent. Experience in Musical 
Theatre either outside of school or in school shows.

About This Course
The BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma in 
Performing Arts (Musical Theatre route) is a qualification 
aimed at those who want to progress to higher education and 
employment in the performing arts sector, but teaches skills 
that are transferable to all professions. The qualification is 
equivalent in size to one and a half A Levels, but is studied in 
one option block. 
This is a performance course so students will be expected to 
perform in several shows and showcases throughout the year. 
You will need to attend extra rehearsals in order to complete 
your devising work. You will also be expected to perform 
in the community as this will be part of your assessment. 
Alongside the practical work you are required to write essays 
and complete a research journal to build your evidence of 
work.

Performing Arts - Musical Theatre

Course Content & Assessment
Learners have to complete six units of work on specific topics, 
designed to develop and enhance performance skills. Students 
will study four mandatory units which focus on research, 
rehearsal, performing and evaluating. There are two optional 
units which can be tailored to student’s specific skill sets. 
There are three main forms of assessment that you need to 
be aware of: external, internal and synoptic. This means that 
marks can be awarded for the exploration and creation of 
work, not just the final project. Two of the mandatory units 
are externally assessed and the remaining four units are 
internally assessed. There is one written exam to complete.

What could this course lead to?
In addition to the performing arts sector-specific content, 
this qualification provides learners with the opportunity to 
develop all-round performance skills and transferable skills 
such as confidence, personal discipline, time management 
and organisational skills which are highly regarded by higher 
education and employers.
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Physical Education

Entry Requirements 
Combined Science GCSE grades 5-5 and English Language 
GCSE grade 5. GCSE grade 5 in Physical Education preferred 
but not essential.

About This Course
This course is designed for students with a passion for 
sport. You’ll improve and develop your practical skills as a 
performer or leader and it’ll provide you with the theoretical 
understanding to support continued involvement within sport.

Course Content & Assessment
Component 1: Physiological Factors Affecting Performance 30%
Component 2: Psychological Factors Affecting Performance 20% 
Component 3: Socio-cultural and Contemporary Issues 20%
Component 4: Performance within Physical Education 30% 

What could this course lead to?
The course is wide ranging and allows students to follow 
a career in a wide variety of areas from Physiotherapy and 
Medical Practice to Sports Psychology or Teaching/Coaching.

Philosophy NEW

Entry Requirements 
Grade 5 in English and Maths and Science.

About This Course
Students will develop important skills that they need for 
progression to higher education. They’ll learn to be clear and 
precise in their thinking and writing. They will engage with 
complex texts, analysing and evaluating the arguments of 
others and constructing and defending their own arguments. 

Course Content & Assessment
The AQA A Level in Philosophy covers the elements 
of; Epistemology (The study of knowledge itself), Moral 
Philosophy, the Metaphysics of God (Arguments for and 
against the existence of God) and the Metaphysics of Mind 
(What defines ‘mind’ and whether mind and body are separate 
things).
The qualification is assessed by 2 written examinations both 
worth 50% of the final qualifications and both sat at the end of 
Year 13.
Philosophers studied will include; John Locke, Bertrand 
Russell, George Berkley, Plato, Leibniz, Descartes, David Hume, 
Bentham, JS Mill, Aristotle, Kant, Mackie, Ayer and Hare.

What could this course lead to?
Philosophy is a complex and analytical subject. It is unique as 
it covers every area of life and learning. It allows students to 
question every element of knowledge and has traditionally 
been ambiguous in whether or not it is a science or 
humanities subject. There are scientific elements in arguing the 
existence of mind/God and there are also humanities elements 
arguing for the moral and ethical choices that individuals make 
and the social contract that allows those decisions to be 
made.

The successful completion of an A Level in Philosophy can be 
applied, due to its analytical nature to any field of further study 
in higher education.  It is also a subject that allows individuality 
of thought and development of the students’ thought 
processes, problem solving skills and independent thought. This 
is particularly relevant in the field of work as many employers 
seek individuals with the skill to weigh up possibilities in given 
scenarios or the ability to think for themselves – all of which 
Philosophy encourages.



28

Politics

Entry Requirements 
English Language and Literature grade 6 and above (History 
grade 6 and above for those that studied History at GCSE).

About This Course
The study of Politics will enable you to develop an 
interest, passion and most importantly a clear and concise 
understanding of the way in which governments function and 
operate in the modern world.

Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson Edexcel specification has 6 topics spread across 
3 exam papers all of which are sat at the end of year 13. They 
focus on UK Politics, UK Government, Core Political Parties 
and Non-Core Political Parties, as well as American Politics. 

What could this course lead to?
The career options linked to Politics are wide ranging, most 
noticeably in local or national government, Law, Teaching, 
Journalism or Media.

Psychology

Entry Requirements 
A grade 6 in English Language, Mathematics and Science is 
required.

About This Course
Psychology is a fascinating subject as it helps us learn about 
the mind, the brain and human behaviour.  The areas you will 
delve into when studying psychology are:  How does our 
memory work?  Why do we conform? Why do people have 
OCD? If you are interested in finding out the answers to 
some of these questions then psychology is the subject for 
you. 

Course Content & Assessment
The AQA Psychology A Level consists of 12 topics which are 
spread across 3 papers. Each paper is of equal weighting and 
are sat at the end of year 13. There is the option of taking the 
AS exam at the end of year 12 which is assessed on 6 topics.

What could this course lead to?
Psychology can lead to a number of career avenues including 
Counselling, Education, Health, Clinical and Forensic 
Psychology, Research, Advertising and Market Research, 
Teaching and the Police to name but a few.
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Sociology

Entry Requirements 
5 GCSEs at Level 5 including English Language at grade 6 or 
above.

About This Course
Sociology is a fascinating subject that covers a broad range 
of topics but is essentially the study of human behaviour 
including the organisation of society, and the influence of 
gender, social class, ethnicity and age on our times.

Course Content & Assessment
The OCR specification has 6 topics spread across 3 exam 
papers, all of which are taken at the end of year 13. These 
include socialisation with culture and identity, families, 
inequalities, research methods, globalisation in a digital era, and 
crime and deviance. There is an option to sit an AS level at the 
end of year 12.

What could this course lead to?
Sociology can lead to a number of varied careers such 
as: Human Resource Management, Marketing, Public 
Administration, Research, Social Work, Public Services – e.g. 
Police.

“

“After leaving the Sixth Form I enroled 
to study Psychology at Nottingham Trent 
University & graduated with a 2:1 (Hons) & 
I am now training to become an Educational 
Mental Health Practitioner with the NHS.

My Sociology, Psychology, English & Biology 
teachers were incredibly passionate, willing 
to help in any way & inspired me to work 
hard every day. I am very grateful to all of my 
teachers across all subjects for helping me so 
diligently with my studies.

To prospective future students I’d say it’s a 
great Sixth Form & I will always be grateful for 
all the help I received during my time there, 
you will not regret choosing the Ortu Sixth 
Form Centre.”

Catherine Nicholls
Achieved A Levels in Psychology (B), Sociology 
(A*), English Literature (C) & Biology AS Level at 
the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 
2012 & June 2014
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“
Entry Requirements
At least 4 GCSE’s including English Language and Mathematics at 
grade 5 or above. Commit to an additional 8-10 hours of private 
study per week.

About This Course
The BTEC National Foundation Diploma, BTEC National 
Diploma and BTEC National Extended Diploma in Sport and 
Exercise Science are equivalent in size to 1.5, 2 or 3 A Levels 
respectively. It is best suited to learners who want to progress 
to higher education programmes in the sport and exercise 
science sector. The course also supports learners who choose to 
progress directly to employment, as the transferable knowledge, 
understanding and skills will give learners an advantage in applying 
for a range of entry level roles, training programmes and Higher 
Apprenticeships in areas such as sport and fitness training, 
coaching, and sports performance research.

Course Content & Assessment
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise 
Science (3 A Level equivalent) 13 units of which 7 are mandatory 
and 6 are optional & 4 written exams.
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science (2 
A Level equivalent) 8 units of which 6 are mandatory & 2 are 
optional with 3 written exams.
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science (1.5 
A Level equivalent) 6 units of which 4 are mandatory & 2 are 
optional with 2 written exams.
Additionally these courses can be taken alongside; additional       
A Levels and our Football Development Programme.

What could this course lead to?
This is a useful qualification for progression onto higher 
education and a solid foundation for employment in many sports 
areas, including Teaching, Coaching, Science, Fitness & Leisure 
Industry and Sports Therapy. It is recognised by higher education 
providers as meeting admission requirements for many relevant 
courses, for example: BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise Science, 
BSc (Hons) in Sport Science, BSc (Hons) in Sport and Coaching 
Studies. Learners should always check the entry requirements for 
degree programmes with specific higher education providers.

“What I enjoyed the most about studying at 
Ortu Sixth Form Centre was the close network 
relationship I had with my teachers. Really did feel 
like I was getting the best and that really reflected 
on my grades! These close network relationships 
were very important to me as outside of school 
I compete internationally in track and field which 
takes up a lot of my time, so this good relationship 
with my teachers meant I was able to get work 
done and be able to check over assignments and 
upcoming exams. 
I’m now studying at university to get a degree in 
Business Studies with Sport. As well as this I’m 
continuing my sports and hoping to break into 
senior ranks and future major competitions. 
For future students looking to study here I would 
highly recommend it as the support you receive 
from your teachers and other peers is amazing! 
Ortu makes your transitions from A Level/BTEC 
to University very easy and they will support you 
all the way including after leaving. So if you’re 
looking for a sixth form that has a sense of family 
and great teachers, Ortu Sixth Form is the best!”

Theo Adesina
Achieved triple Distinction* in Sport & Exercise 
Science at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between 
September 2018 and June 2020

Sport & Exercise Science
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Biology

Entry Requirements
Biology is a demanding course and requires strong 
mathematical and scientific skills. Consequently it is 
recommended that you have studied Triple Science and gained 
a 6 or above.  Alternatively Combined Science at grade 7-7 
with Maths at grade 6 will suffice. Other options may be 
considered and will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

About This Course
Biology A Level will give you the skills to make connections 
and associations with all living things around you. Biology 
literally means the study of life and if that’s not important, 
what is? Being such a broad topic, you’re bound to find a 
specific area of interest, plus it opens the door to a fantastic 
range of interesting careers.

Course Content & Assessment
AS Biology is one year long, with exams at the end.  A Level 
Biology lasts two years, with exams at the end of the second 
year. Below are the topics you will study in each year.
AS and first year of A Level

• Biological molecules, Cells,  Organisms exchange substances with 
their environment

• Genetic information, variation and relationships between 
organisms

Second year of A Level
• Energy transfers in and between organisms, Organisms and their 

response to changes in their internal and external environments
• Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems, The control of 

gene expression

What could this course lead to?
Studying A Level Biology gives you a plethora of exciting 
career options, including: Doctor, Clinical Molecular Geneticist, 
Nature Conservation Officer, Pharmacologist, Research 
Scientist, Veterinary Surgeon, Teacher, Marine Biologist or 
Dentist.

Applied Science

Entry Requirements
At least 5 GCSE’s at grade 5/4 or above including English and 
Maths at least a grade 4 and preferably GCSE grade 5-4 in 
Combined Science.

About This Course
Applied Science provides you with the opportunity to apply 
your scientific learning and knowledge to practical and 
industry based scenarios. 
The course provides a qualification in a range of topics across 
biology, chemistry and physics and allows you to acquire a high 
level of practical laboratory skills.

Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in 
Applied Science is equivalent in size to three A Levels and 
comprises of 13 units of which 9 are practical and coursework 
based, and 4 are externally assessed. 

What could this course lead to?
The majority of our student’s progress to university in areas 
such as Biochemistry, Engineering, Medicine, Physiotherapy, 
Nursing and Forensic Science as well as traditional science 
subjects. It attracts a maximum of 360 UCAS points as 
does any other 3 A Level programme. The course has been 
developed by the Science Council to focus on giving students 
the opportunity to acquire technical and employability skills, 
knowledge and understanding that are transferable and will 
enable individuals to meet changing circumstances, whether 
these arise from careers in a scientific or non-scientific 
settings.
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Chemistry

Entry Requirements:
Combined Science grade with at least 6-6, or grade 6 in GCSE 
Chemistry. Mathematics and English Language grade 6.

About This Course
Chemistry is arguably the most important subject a person could 
study. Everything we come into contact with has its roots in 
Chemistry; from the ingredients used to make bullet-proof vests to 
the ingredients in a lipstick or eye liner.  Anyone who likes solving 
problems would love studying A Level Chemistry. The finance 
industry also has an interest in students with an A/AS Level in 
this subject. This specification can be sat as either an AS one year 
course or an A Level two year course although we recommend all 
students start by sitting the AS in year 12.

Course Content & Assessment
This course looks at the application of Chemistry and Chemical 
Techniques and Processes. There will be ample opportunity for 
hands-on practical work throughout the course. Units studied 
include:

• Physical Chemistry Units: e.g Atomic Structure,  Amount of 
Substance, Bonding, Energetics, Kinetics, Chemical Equilibria, Le 
Chatelier’s Principle & Kc, Oxidation, Reduction & Redox Equations, 
Thermodynamics, Rate Equations, Equilibrium etc.

• Inorganic Chemistry Units: Periodicity, Group 2; The Alkaline Earth 
Metals, Group 7(17), The Halogens, Properties of Period 3 Elements 
& Their Oxides, Transition Metals, Reactions of Ions in Aqueous 
Solution.

• Organic Chemistry Units: Introduction to Organic Chemistry, Alkanes, 
Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, Organic Analysis, Optical 
Isomerism, Amino Acids, Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy and 
Chromatography.

The AS Level is assessed by two examination papers at the end of year 
12 both worth 50%.
The A Level is assessed by three written papers at the end of year 13 
worth 35%, 35% & 30% respectively.

What could this course lead to?
An A Level in Chemistry would allow students to enter many 
diverse fields including: Medicine, Chemical Sciences, Dentistry, 
Pharmacy, Chemical Engineering or Veterinary Sciences. Chemistry 
also opens doors to those doing Accountancy and Finance as it is 
based on similar analytical skills.

“

“Since leaving leaving the Ortu Sixth Form I 
am now a PhD candidate in the field of High-
energy physics. I attained an MSci degree 
from Imperial College London with a thesis 
on the formation of exoplanet moons. My 
PhD involves heavy simulation work in a 
variety of programming languages, extensive 
lab work assembling a low-pressure optical 
time projection chamber, and leading the 
analysis of nuclear recoils once the data has 
been collected. During the PhD I have had 
the fantastic opportunity to visit CERN and 
work under the supervision of the RD-51 
GEM lab. I’ve also been able to work with 
collaborators Across the world in Australia 
and New Mexico.

I particularly enjoyed diving into Further 
Maths when studying at Ortu Sixth Form. 
When you’re initially studying maths it 
feels like you have training wheels on all 
the time, when you start to peer into the 
more advanced topics the stabilisers start 
coming off and you’re able to understand 
where many mathematical ideas come from. 
The course also helped me prepare for my 

continued overleaf...
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Physics

Entry Requirements
Either Combined Science grade 6-6 or Physics GCSE grade 6 and 
Mathematics grade 6 and English Language grade 6

 About This Course
Physics is the discipline of science that deals with the everyday 
working of things around us.  It will open your eyes to a level of 
complex simplicity as to how the universe is and how everything 
around us works.  How does my television work?  How fast do I 
need to go to get into space?  How does my phone get a signal?  
Studying Physics will enhance your ability to understand how to solve 
problems and engineer solutions to fix them, or create something 
completely new!  With this firm knowledge of the working world 
and inherent problem-solving skills, Physics leads to great possibilities 
within all types of software, mechanical and electronic engineering.  

Course Content & Assessment
This specification can be sat as either an AS one year course or an A 
Level two year course, although we recommend all students start by 
sitting the AS in year 12.

• Mandatory Units: Measurements & their Errors, Particles & Radiation, 
Waves, Mechanics & Materials, Electricity, Further Mechanics & 
Thermal Physics, Fields & their Consequences, Nuclear Physics.

• Optional Units Include:  Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering 
Physics, Turning Points in Physics, Electronics. 

The AS Level is assessed by 2 written papers at the end of year 12 
focusing on five of the mandatory units.
The A Level is assessed by three written papers at the end of year 13 
looking at all mandatory units plus one of the optional units.
There will be no coursework or controlled assessment. Students will 
do at least 12 practicals during their A Level course.  An endorsement 
of practical work will be assessed by the teacher. Practical skills and 
data analysis will be assessed in paper 3 at A Level.

 What could this course lead to?
With an A Level in Physics, and possibly a degree, you could find 
yourself working in many diverse fields such as:
Architect, Mechanical Engineer, Astronaut, Astronomy, Sound 
Engineering, Career in the RAF, Pilot, Lighting Engineer, Computer 
Engineering, Defence Industry or Telecommunications.
Physics also opens many doors to those wishing to go into 
Accountancy and Finance as it is based on similar analytical skills.

,,

Physics course at university. 
Mr Evans was a particular inspiration during 
my time at Gable Hall School and Ortu 
Sixth Form, he always had faith that I would 
succeed and it carried me through the 
whole way.”

I felt very supported by Miss Weston and Mr 
Evans during my time at Ortu Sixth form. 
No matter which route is best for you, the 
leadership team will support you and point 
you in the right direction.”

Tim Marley
Achieved A Levels in Chemistry (A), Maths (A*), 
Maths: Further (A*) & Physics (A*) at the Ortu 
Sixth Form Centre between September 2013 
and June 2015

...continued from overleaf
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How do our results measure up?
We understand that for many of you the results our students achieve each year can affect your 
decision on whether to study with us.

Our students achieved in Summer 2022:

100% A Level entry pass rate
Our Academic (A Level) students achieve results on or above the national average and significantly 
above other local colleges.

Summer 2021 results have continued this trend.

100% Vocational pass rate
Our Vocational students achieve results significantly above the national average and other local 
colleges. Our average grade awarded for Vocational subjects was a Distinction. Meaning students 
that study Vocational qualifications with us are more likely than students at other colleges to achieve 
the highest outcomes.

Summer 2022 results are set to increase the gap between us and the national average to further 
cement this outstanding trend.

100% of courses saw all of their students pass

In 2022 we had a visit from Ofsted, they said:
“Personal development is stronger in the sixth form. Students follow a comprehensive tutor programme 
which focuses on preparation for adulthood. A range of effective support is in place to help students make 
choices about their future careers or study. Sixth form students speak appreciatively of the opportunities for 
work experience. Students successfully secure their next steps in employment, education and training. Sixth 
Form students have access to dedicated careers advisers. During the pandemic, they continued to access 
virtual employer talks. Overall, the Sixth Form provision is rated Good”
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Why not visit us on our Open Evening?
Tour our sixth form, meet our staff & speak to our current students 
on Wednesday 2nd November 2022 from 6:00pm. With a talk from 
our Sixth Form Director at 6:30pm.

Can’t make it? Missed our Open Evening? Would still like to visit us?
Not a problem! Visit our website for information about all of our courses   
or contact us to arrange a personal tour of our Sixth Form. 


