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Welcome to the Ortu Sixth Form Centre
There are a wide range of choices at 16+ for young 
people and we are committed to expanding the choice 
available to young people by providing them with the 
opportunity to continue their education at their 11-16 
school.

Ortu Gable Hall School & Ortu Hassenbrook are all 
working in partnership to create the Ortu Sixth Form 
Centre located in Stanford-le-Hope & Corringham.
 

The partnership already has a proven track record of 
excellent academic success and pastoral care and we 
are now celebrating over 10 years of operation. This is 
a firm foundation for the successful education of our 
students.

Our first intake of students began their courses in 
September 2009 and by working together we are able 
to provide the students with a wider choice of subjects 
and a comprehensive programme of enrichment 
activities. Ortu Federation is committed to providing a 
well-ordered environment where students’ feel valued 
and supported to achieve their full potential.

We are fortunate in that the facilities at our Sixth 
Form have grown. We have a purpose built Sixth Form 
and Skills Centre at Ortu Gable Hall School.

We are also pleased to say that students will also be 
eligible to apply for a Sixth Form Bursary.

This Prospectus sets out the programmes of study 
on offer and how we will operate. This is an exciting 
opportunity which we very much hope you will take 
advantage of.

Sue Weston MMed Sci BEd (Hons)
Director of Ortu Sixth Form Centre



Why Choose us?
Knowing Me, Knowing You
The majority of you will already have spent five years 
at one of the schools involved in the partnership; 
this means that you know us and we know you. 
You know where to find your teaching staff, if you 
need help and you know that they will be there 
all day. In addition, having already spent five years 
teaching you, we know how to get the best out of 
you. Because we care!

After having invested five years in you, we want 
you to do the very best that you can in Further 
Education and we know that issues will still arise 
where you will need advice and support. The care 
and support system that you have experienced 
from years 7 to 11 is still there in the Sixth Form 
and we will endeavor to help you with any issues 
that may arise over your time with us.

Never Fear Ortu Sixth Form Centre is here
It can often be nerve-wracking starting somewhere 
new, finding your way around and knowing who to 
ask if you need help. One of the advantages of being 
a student at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford 
& Corringham is that you don’t have to worry 
about that as you already know where you’re going. 
You will also be introduced to the other schools in 
the partnership during our induction programme.

Small is beautiful
The Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford & 
Corringham is much smaller than the colleges and 
therefore we have a much more personal touch. 
The added advantage of being small is that you will 

gain more individual attention and help from your 
subject teacher and they will have a far greater 
knowledge of your strengths and weaknesses than 
if you were in a much larger college. 

Enrichment
Alongside your studies, there is also a comprehensive 
programme of enrichment activities. All subject 
areas enhance the curriculum with visiting speakers 
and trips.

For example, A Level English invite in an Examiner 
to support students with their studies including 
workshops on Paradise Lost, The Great Gatsby 
and A Streetcar Named Desire. Media Studies 
students have attended the British Film Institution. 
Psychology/Sociology students enjoy a visit to 
Amsterdam.

All our students have the opportunity to visit 
a Higher Education Convention to assist them 
with making their UCAS choices. Students also 
have the chance to visit ‘Opportunity Thurrock’ 
- a local careers focused exhbition hosted by 
Thurrock Council which highlights opportunities 
for further development after Sixth Form. We run 
a compulsory ETC Programme (Ethics, Transition 
and Citizenship) which includes visits from a 
number of outside speakers and it is during this 
time that we assist our students with their UCAS 
preparation. We have also invested in Unifrog and 
OSCAR to support students with their university/
apprenticeship research.



Your Route to Success
 When choosing your courses you need to consider;
• what you enjoy
• what future career route you may want to follow
• the grades you expect to achieve at GCSE

Level 3 Courses
These will enable students to go to university, 
higher level apprenticeships or employment and 
include:
Academic (A Levels)
Vocational (BTEC & Professional) 

Alongside your academic studies, you will also 
participate in our Enrichment Programme which 
will include additional subject lectures, sport and 
community service.

Academic A Levels
Some subjects will cover a one year AS level 
alongside the two year A2 course however many 
subjects, for example in History you will need to 
commit to a two year course. Please discuss this 
with either the subject teachers or the Sixth Form 
Team if you are unsure.

Some subjects will run as previously where you can 
continue from AS to A2. However the AS level will 
not contribute to the full A Level qualification, for 
example English Literature.

Minimum entry requirements for the A Level 
route are Maths and English preferably at grade 5 
equivalent or above, as well as the requirements 
for the individual subject areas. Individual 
subject requirements can be found in the course 
descriptions in this booklet.

Vocational BTEC Diploma & Extended Diploma
BTEC courses offer well recognised qualifications, 
understood by teachers, employers and universities 
and are highly regarded stepping stones to 
employment in the vocational area or university. 

They are level 3 qualifications designed to provide 
highly specialist work-related qualifications in a 
range of vocational sectors. They give learners the 
knowledge, understanding and skills that they need 
to prepare for employment.

For students wishing to study Vocational courses 
they would be expected to have achieved four 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above:
Diplomas are equivalent to 2 A Levels.
Extended Diplomas are equivalent to 3 A Levels.

There are also changes within the BTEC 
qualifications initiated by the Government to 
ensure that these courses are stringent and robust. 
For example, there are changes in the way BTEC 
is assessed and students will no longer have the 
opportunity to improve their work several times. 
Students will be taught an assignment and will have 
to complete their work by a set deadline.

By meeting the deadline, staff can offer feedback 
and students are then able to re-submit their work. 
This is then the final piece that will be submitted for 
assessment. Some modules will also be externally 
assessed by examinations.



Opened in 2009, the Ortu Sixth Form Centre - 
Stanford & Corringham has now been providing 
further education to students for over 10 years. This 
decade has seen countless successes with former 
students branching out far and wide achieving all sorts 
of wonderous feats. 

Throughout this prospectus you will see success 
stories from a small selection of our former students.

Adjacent are just some of the facts and figures from 
our students successes of last 10 years as we look 
ahead to the next 10.

900+
total students

A Level pass grades
1000+

vocational outcomes 
at Distinction+

97%

of graduates progress 
to university or 

employment

99%

degrees awarded to 
our graduates

300+
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Our Courses

Can’t find what you’re looking for? If we don’t currently offer the course that 
you’re interested in studying with us, please let us know!  With enough interest from applicants we 
can introduce brand new courses - just like Geography has been for this academic year.
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Art & Design - Fine Art

Entry Requirements
Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or grade 6 in either GCSE Art & Design.
GCSE Photography, GCSE Textiles or approval of portfolio.

About This Course
This course requires an enthusiasm for the Visual Arts, imagination and an 
enquiring mind.  You are encouraged to express your own artistic identity, and 
are expected to work with a high degree of independence and creativity, taking 
creative risks and exploring your own interests. You are given the opportunity 
to explore a broad range of media and techniques in two and three dimensions 
to develop and create your work. 

You will be required to make frequent trips to museums and galleries to 
research your work and gather inspiration from relevant professional artists. 
You are also expected to make visits to record first-hand information through 
drawing and photography. 

You are expected to commit to 5 hours a week working independently on your 
coursework. This may include making visits and time spent in the department 
developing coursework. You are encouraged to use your study periods and 
the weekly workshops to work on your coursework taking advantage of the 
facilities and support within the department. 

All work submitted will be marked by the course teacher and moderated by 
the examining board. 

Course Content & Assessment
A Level (2 year course) Component 1:  Personal Investigation 60%
You will begin the course by completing a project designed to develop your 
confidence as well as to introduce a range of Fine Art, creative thinking, 
research and critical reflection skills that will arm you with the tools you need 
to create your coursework.
You will then have complete freedom to choose your own theme, your 
‘Personal Investigation’, where you select an idea, issue, concept or theme to 
explore. Your practical work produced during this unit will be supported by 
written reflection (1000-3000 words). 

A Level Component 2:  Externally Set Assignment 40% 
You will be given a question paper by the examining board AQA. The paper 
contains eight exciting themes. You choose one to explore and develop into a 
final piece that will be completed during 15 hours supervised time.

What could this course lead to?
A Level Fine Art can lead to higher qualifications, such as the Foundation 
Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to a variety of careers including Product 
Design, Architect, Marketing and Promotion, Fine Artist, Interior Design or 
Graphic Design.
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Art & Design - Photography

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in either GCSE Photography, GCSE Art & Design, GCSE Textiles.
Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or approval of portfolio.

About This Course
Photography is about looking, learning, thinking and communicating ideas. This 
course requires an enthusiasm for photography and the Visual Arts, imagination 
and an enquiring mind. You are encouraged to express your own artistic identity, 
be creative, thoughtful and independent. You will be given the opportunity to 
explore a range of photographic media and techniques and use computer 
software to explore, develop and create your work. 

You are required to make frequent trips to museums and galleries to research 
your own work and to arrange photo-shoots to create your work. 

You are expected to commit to 5 hours a week working independently on 
your coursework. This may include making visits, photo-shoots and time spent 
in the department developing coursework. You are encouraged to use your 
study periods and the weekly workshops to work on your coursework taking 
advantage of the facilities and support within the department. 

All work submitted will be marked by the course teacher and moderated by 
the examining board. 

Course Content & Assessment
A Level (2 year course) Component 1:  Personal Investigation 60%
You will begin the course with a series of skill based lessons designed to build 
your knowledge, imagination and confidence across all areas of the course 
including: photography, editing, reflecting and refining, creative thinking and 
critical reflection. 
You will then have complete freedom to choose your own theme for your 
‘Personal Investigation’, where you will be supported to select an idea, issue, 
concept or theme to explore through your work. Your practical work produced 
during this unit will be documented in your sketchbook and supported by 
written reflection (1000-3000 words). 

A Level Component 2:  Externally Set Assignment 40% 
You will be given a question paper by the examining board AQA. The paper 
contains eight exciting themes. You choose one to explore and develop into a 
final piece that will be completed during 15 hours supervised time.

What could this course lead to?
A Level Photography can lead to higher qualifications, such as the Foundation 
Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to a variety of creative careers including 
Photography, Film, Television and Visual Culture, Animation, Graphic Design, 
Marketing and Journalism.

“

“After completing my A Levels I enrolled at the 
University of Hertfordshire studying Model 
Design and Special Effects, with the intention 
of progressing into the entertainment and film 
industry once my final year is completed.

The small number of students in each class 
really benefited the tuition the teachers were 
able to give since they could take the time to 
get to know each student on a personal level 
(big thank you to Mr Harries who taught a 
class of “psychos” in Psychology).

As the Sixth Form is situated on secondary 
school grounds and a number of the class take 
place within the school building, a school ethos 
is still in place. However if you can see past this, 
the small class groups and community spirit 
created allows for a more personal approach 
where students can realise their strengths and 
improve their weaknesses easily. If students 
take full advantage of the facilities and tuition 
on offer, all the tools are available for you to 
succeed.”

Marianne Richardson
Achieved A Levels in Art & Design - Fine Art (A*), 
Art & Design - Photography (A*), Psychology (A) 
& English Literature (A) at the Ortu Sixth Form 
Centre between September 2015 and June 2017
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Art & Design - Textiles

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in either GCSE Textiles, GCSE Art & Design, GCSE Photography.
Merit in BTEC Art (Level 2) or approval of portfolio.

About This Course
This course requires an enthusiasm for Fashion, Costume, Design and the Visual 
Arts, as well as imagination and an enquiring mind.  You are encouraged to 
express your own artistic identity, be creative and thoughtful, and are expected 
to work with a high degree of independence. 

Throughout the course you will learn and develop skills in Machine Embroidery, 
Batik, Silk Painting, Felt Making, Screen Printing, Hand Embroidery, Dying Fabric, 
Appliqué, Fashion Illustration and Garment Construction. You will have the 
opportunity to work on one or more of the following areas: Fashion, Print, 
Textile Furnishings, Interior Design, Textile Art and Constructed Textiles. 

You will be required to make frequent trips to museums and galleries to 
research your own work and gather inspiration from relevant professional 
artists and designers. You are also expected to make visits to record first-hand 
information through drawing and photography. 

You are expected to commit to 5 hours a week working independently on your 
coursework. This may include making visits and time spent in the department 
developing coursework. You are encouraged to use your study periods and 
the weekly workshops to work on your coursework taking advantage of the 
facilities and support within the department.  

All work submitted will be marked by the course teacher and moderated by 
the examining board. 

Course Content & Assessment
A Level (2 year course) Component 1:  Personal Investigation 60%
You will begin the course by completing a project designed to develop your 
confidence as well as to introduce a range of textile techniques, creative 
thinking, research and critical reflection skills that will arm you with the tools 
you need to create your coursework. 
You will then have complete freedom to choose your own theme, your 
‘Personal Investigation’, where you select an idea, issue, concept or theme to 
explore. Your practical work produced during this unit will be supported by 
written reflection (1000- 3000 words). 

A Level Component 2:  Externally Set Assignment 40% 
You will be given a question paper by the examining board AQA. The paper 
contains eight exciting themes. You choose one to explore and develop into a 
final piece that will be completed during 15 hours supervised time.

What could this course lead to?
A Level Textile Design can lead to higher qualifications, such as the Foundation 
Diploma and Degree. It can also lead to a variety of careers including Fashion 
Design, Fashion Marketing, Fashion Promotion, Costume Design, Textile Artist, 

Textile Design and Interior Design.
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Business Studies

Entry Requirements
It is not necessary to have previously studied GCSE or BTEC Business Studies 
/ Enterprise, but a grade 5 in GCSE English and Mathematics are required. 
Students that have studied Business Studies /Enterprise at GCSE or BTEC 
should have shown an aptitude for the subject by achieving at least a grade 6 
(GCSE) or a Merit (BTEC).

About This Course
The BTEC National Diploma in Business Level 3 qualification is equivalent in 
size to two A Levels and is designed to be a two year full-time course that 
meets entry requirements in its own right for learners who want to progress 
to higher education courses in business areas before entering employment. 
This qualification can also support learners who want to progress directly 
to employment in job roles in business or business management and Higher 
Apprenticeships in the business sector.

The BTEC National Diploma in Business Level 3 qualification gives learners the 
knowledge, understanding and skills which underpin the business sector that 
will prepare them for further study, training or employment.

Course Content & Assessment
Mandatory Units:
 1) Exploring Business
 2) Developing a Marketing Campaign
 3) Personal and Business Finance
 4) Managing an Event
 5) International Business
 6) Principles of Management
Optional Units from the following (two additional units required):
 8) Recruitment and Selection Process
 14) Customer Service
 17) Digital Marketing
 18) Creative Promotion
 22) Market Research

Units 1, 4 and 5 as well as the selected optional units are internally assessed and 
subject to external moderation whilst the Units 2, 3 and 6 are externally assessed 
under controlled conditions with the examining body (Pearson) awarding a mark/
grade. Externally set assessments include both examinations and set tasks and are 
available either once or twice a year with one resit attempt allowed.

What could this course lead to?
The qualification is recognised by higher education institutions as fully meeting 
admission requirements to many relevant courses in a variety of areas in the 
business sector, as single or joint programmes at degree, foundation degree 
or HND level such as Business, Accounting & Finance. After this qualification, 
learners can progress directly to employment; however it is likely that many 
will do so via higher study. Areas of employment include junior business roles 
in marketing, accountancy, administration, finance, events management, HR and 
other related areas in the business sector, including higher apprenticeships.

Criminology

Entry Requirements
Minimum grade 4 in English and Mathematics. There are no requirements to 
have studied a similar subject at GCSE though having a GCSE in Sociology, Law, 
Psychology, Citizenship or History would support your progression onto this 
course.

About This Course
Criminology is an Applied Diploma qualification that is equivalent to one A 
Level. It contains elements of psychology, law and sociology that perfectly 
complements studies in humanities. This course is designed to offer exciting 
and interesting experiences that focus on applied learning, i.e. through the 
acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked to 
the criminal justice system.

Course Content & Assessment
There are four mandatory units that all students will be required to complete:
 1) Changing Awareness of Crime
 2) Criminological Theories
 3) Crime Scene to Courtroom
 4) Crime & Punishment
Of those units 2 will be internally assessed whilst the other 2 externally assessed.

What could this course lead to?
This course qualification will support access to higher education degree 
courses such as:

• BSc Criminology
• BA Criminology
• BA Criminology & Criminal Justice
• BSc (Hons) Criminology & Psychology
• LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology
• BA (Hons) Criminology & Sociology
• BA (Hons) Criminology
• BSc (Hons) Psychology & Sociology
• BSc Criminology with Law

Alternatively this qualification allows students to gain the required understanding 
and skills to be able to consider employment within some aspects of the criminal 
justice system. An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles 
within the criminal justice sector, social and probation work and sociology and 
psychology, e.g. National Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals Service or 
the National Offender Management Service.
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“
Dance

Entry Requirements
Dance GCSE grade 5 and English Language GCSE grade 5.

About This Course
This course is for someone who enjoys all aspects of dance; choreography, 
performing, watching and analysing professional companies as well as each 
other.  You will gain a deeper understanding about your body and how it moves 
through the theoretical delivery of Anatomy and Physiology in Dance.  You 
will be required to dance as a soloist and as part of a group for the practical 
examination.  It is essential that you are motivated and committed and willing 
to give extra time for practical rehearsal. The course can be completed as a 
one year course gaining an AS qualification or a two year course gaining the 
full A level.

Course Content & Assessment
AS Component 1: Performance & Choreography Unit.

• The process of solo choreography from investigation and research of ideas through 
to final dance.

• The development of physical and interpretative skills in relation to performance 
of the solo choreography

• The development of performance skills within a duo/trio performance context
Assessed by Practical Coursework worth 50% of AS Level

AS Component 2:   Critical Engagement.
• Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two professional works.
• Demonstrate reflection and understanding of own choreographic and performance 

practice.
This component is assessed by a written examination worth 50% of AS level.

A Level Component 1:  Performance & Choreography Unit.
• Solo performance linked to a specified practitioner within an area of study.
• Performance in a quartet.
• Group choreography based on exam question.

Assessed by practical exam worth 50% of A level

A level Component 2: Critical Engagement
Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two set works.

• Section A: short answer questions and one essay question on the compulsory set 
work/area of study.

• Section B: two essay questions on the second set work/area of study
This component is assessed by written examination worth 50% of A level

What could this course lead to?
This subject is relevant for anyone who has a passion for dance and a desire 
to study dance further at University or a professional establishment. It also 
complements any Theatre Studies or Performing Arts course.  Further career 
outcomes could be: Professional Dancer, Dance Teacher, Community Dance 
Work or Choreographer. 

“After completing my A Levels, I went on to 
successfully complete my Diploma in Teaching, 
in which I achieved a distinction. I am currently 
in my third year of my BA (Hons) Ballet 
Education degree with the Royal Academy of 
Dance. After I graduate, I plan to complete 
my PGCE so I can teach dance in secondary 
schools. 

I found that the faculty at the Ortu Sixth 
Form Centre were very supportive throughout 
my A Level journey. I especially appreciated the 
support from Mrs Oakley and Miss Marley in 
Dance; always understanding and encouraging 
students. 

I would definitely suggest looking into 
studying Dance at A Level; not only was it fun 
and enjoyable, it was incredibly educational at 
the same time. The tutors were thoroughly 
knowledgeable in their field, they genuinely 
want to help the students succeed (in life as 
well as in their A Levels) and are inclusive of 
all students. This course definitely supported 
and laid the foundational knowledge for my 
degree.”

Abbie Havis
Achieved A Levels in Dance (B) & Drama (C) at 
the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 
2014 and June 2016
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Economics
Entry Requirements
Minimum grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics and grade 5 in GCSE English language.

About This Course
The first great attraction of Economics as an A Level subject is that you are 
not expected to know anything about it in advance! However, it is important to 
have an interest in economic matters and problems supported by the ability to 
express oneself clearly and coherently in written work. 
Many economic concepts are abstract and will require you to work hard in 
order to understand them. As a result, a logical mind is required. The subject 
content is largely topical and this makes it necessary for you to consult a wide 
variety of media sources such as newspapers and the Internet.
If you can answer this question correctly, or you are interested in the answer, 
then Economics A Level is for you:
Q - ‘How many people does it take to make one pencil?’
A -The answer isn’t one or even ten. Milton Friedman the economist suggested 
to his students that the answer is nearer to 100,000. Have a think why that is? 
That is what economics is all about!

Course Content & Assessment
The A Level award is a 2 year course with all examinations at the end of year 13:
Paper 1: Markets and Market Failure (33.3%)
Microeconomics is the study of individuals, households and firms’ behaviour in decision 
making and the allocation of resources. It generally applies to markets of goods and 
services and deals with individual and economic issues. Microeconomic study deals 
with what choices people make, what factors influence their choices and how their 
decisions affect the goods markets by affecting the price, the supply and demand.

Paper 2: National and International Economy (33.3%)
Macroeconomics is the branch of economics that studies the behaviour and 
performance of an economy as a whole. It focuses on the aggregate changes in the 
economy such as unemployment, growth rate, gross domestic product and inflation. 
Macroeconomics analyses all aggregate indicators and the microeconomic factors that 
influence the economy. Government and corporations use macroeconomic models to 
help in formulating economic policies and strategies.

Paper 3: Economic Principles and Issues (33.3%)
Students are encouraged to develop a critical approach to economic models and 
methods of enquiry whilst appreciating that value judgements play an important 
role in economic decision making. This includes understanding the methodology of 
economics and the role of evidence whilst recognising that economics is a social 
science and that people’s behaviour is not necessarily rational or predictable. It is 
expected that students will acquire a good knowledge of trends and developments 
in the economy which have taken place over the past fifteen years and also have an 
awareness of earlier events where this helps to give recent developments a longer 
term perspective.

All three papers are 2 hours long. Papers 1 and 2 are made up of data response 
questions requiring written responses from a choice of two contexts. In 
addition Papers 1 and 2 also offer a choice of one from three essay questions. 
Paper 3 is made up of multiple choice and case study questions.

“

What could this course lead to?
Economics is highly rated by universities and employers. Certainly those 
considering ‘City’ careers, may find the subject a useful insight into the business 
world and the economy in general. 

Possible career choices include that of Accountancy, Insurance, Financial 
Services, Journalism, Banking and Management. Students wishing to read 
Economics at university should also study A Level Mathematics as this is 

generally a university requirement.

“I was among the first cohort of students to 
graduate from the Ortu Sixth Form. I went 
on to study at Canterbury Christ Church 
University and achieved a first class honours 
degree in Psychology. 

I then went on to complete a PGCE and 
am now Head of Department for Psychology 
at Sandwich Technology School.

The level of support at the Sixth Form was 
excellent and the teachers were passionate 
about their subject. That level of passion 
pushed me to achieve. 

My advice to applicants would be to make 
your studies a priority.  A good set of A Levels 
sets you up for many pathways, including 
university.”

Ben Stroud
Achieved A Levels in Psychology (A), Drama (A), 
English Literature (B) & Music (C) at the Ortu 
Sixth Form Centre between September 2009 and 
June 2011
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English Language & Literature English Literature
Entry Requirements
English Literature and English Language at GCSE grade 6.

About This Course
A Level English Language and Literature will be familiar to students from their 
study of English Language and Literature at GCSE level, with the study of literary 
and non-fiction written and spoken texts. The course also enables students 
to develop their creativity and expertise by producing their own original 
nonfiction writing. Students explore texts of greater variety and challenge than 
those encountered at GCSE and learn to apply linguistic and literary concepts 
and methods to their analysis of texts.

Course Content & Assessment
A Level Language and Literature is assessed via two closed text examinations 
at the end of A2 (80%) and a coursework folder (20%) of approximately 3000 
words.

Component 1
Question paper based on extract from an Anthology of non-fiction written and spoken 
texts.

Component 2 Poetry & Drama
• Poetry:  Carol Ann Duffy*
• Drama:  A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams*

Component 3 Prose
• Prose Text:  The Great Gatsby*

Coursework
Students will be required to write a comparative essay which is worth 20% of their 
overall grade.
Task 1: Students will be required to write a comparative essay of 1500-2000 words.
Task 2: Students will be required to produce their own piece of non-fiction writing.

What could this course lead to?
A Level English Language and Literature is a valued qualification and prepares 
students for university and entry into a diversity of professions.
 

Entry Requirements
English Literature and English Language at GCSE grade 7.  

About This Course
This subject is a must for anyone who enjoys reading and exchanging ideas. 
You will study a variety of texts from Shakespeare to the modern day and 
will have the opportunity to examine different genres and subjects. There are 
lots of opportunities to discuss and debate as you develop your insight. You 
will be expected to undertake independent reading and research. The course 
will include, whenever possible, theatre trips to see performances of the texts 
studied.
Our A Level English Literature course is designed to build on prior knowledge 
from GCSE and:

• Encourage the development of critical awareness and understanding of 
individual works of literature.

• Develop understanding of relationships between texts and of the 
significance of cultural and contextual influences on readers and writers.

• Target the core skills every literature student needs to explore and 
understand a wide range of texts.

• Develop the valuable transferable skills of sustained research and 
composition.

Course Content & Assessment
A Level Literature is assessed via two closed text examinations at the end of 
A2 (80%) and a coursework folder (20%) of approximately 3000 words not 
including quotations. The coursework unit comprises of a short task, typically a 
close analysis and one extended comparative essay. 

Component 1
• Section A: Shakespeare:  Hamlet
• Section B: Drama & poetry pre-1900:     

  Drama text A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen*    
  Poetry: Paradise Lost, Books 9 and 10. John Milton* 

Component 2
• Section A: Close reading in a chosen topic area (Gothic Literature)
• Section B: Comparative & contextual study in a chosen topic area. Gothic 

Literature. Your main texts for comparison will include: The Bloody Chamber 
(Angela Carter)* and Frankenstein (Mary Shelley)*.

Coursework 
Students will be required to write a critical response to a poetry unit and a 
comparative essay, together worth 20% of their overall grade. The texts for 
comparison are: 

• A Streetcar Named Desire (Tennessee Williams)*
• Wide Sargasso Sea (Jean Rhys)*

What could this course lead to?
A Level English Literature is a highly valued qualification and prepares students 
for university and entry into a diversity of professions. Some of the possible 
career opportunities are: Barrister, Building Surveyor, Civil Service, Estate 
Agent, Surveyor, Journalist, Personal Assistant, Press Officer, Psychologist, RAF 

Officer, Retail Manager, Social Worker or Teacher.

*Please note that indications of texts studied for both 
English Language & Literature and English Literature 
are based on the current syllabus and are subject 
to change in the event of exam board changes and 
teacher expertise.
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Esports NEW

Entry Requirements
At least 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above with English and Maths at grade 5.

About This Course
Think you could take on Ninja in Fortnite, do you think you could compete 
with JJoNak in Overwatch or perhaps you want to build your own Esports 
team and take on the likes of Cloud9, then the BTEC in Esports is for you!
The BTEC Level 3 qualifications in Esports can lead to gaining a National 
Foundation Diploma, a National Diploma, or a National Extended Diploma, 
equivalent to 1 ½, 2 or 3 A Levels respectively depending on what depth you 
study the course in.
The Esports industry is rapidly growing with the market being valued at 
approximately $865 million in 2019, and is expected to expand to $1.79 billion 
dollars by 2022.  The transferable skills required to be successful in the industry 
are numerous, including having good teamworking skills as well as a good insight 
into team strategy, but also entrepreneurship.
This qualification is aimed at students that want to progress to employment or 
higher education in the industry.  You will gain an in depth insight on a variety 
of aspects of Esports, from strategy and analysis to player health and wellbeing, 
through to the marketing and development of a team.

Course Content & Assessment
Assessment will occur continually throughout the programme. You will have 
unit assignments to complete and will be assessed on your practical ability 
and application of theory. You will also have time-constrained assessments and 
written assignments as well as oral presentations, professional discussions and 
group work. Each individual unit and the full award are graded at Pass, Merit 
or Distinction.
Mandatory Units:

• Introduction to Esports
• Esports Skills, Strategies and Analysis
• Enterprise and Entrepreneurship in the Esports Industry
• Health, Wellbeing and Fitness for Esports Players

Optional Units may Include:
• Live Streamed Broadcasting
• Producing an Esports Brand
• Video Production
• Esports Coaching
• Psychology for Esports Performance
• Nutrition for Esports Performance

What could this course lead to?
Within Esports itself, there are numerous job opportunities including Esports 
Player, Team Coach, Events Organiser, Shoutcaster & Presenter, Social Media 
Influencer,  Video Production Editor, Photographer or Data Analyst.
This qualification also attracts UCAS points, so on completion of this 
programme, you could apply for Higher Education or foundation degrees 
within Esports, Events Management, Media or Business and Entrepreneurship.
Alternatively, students will have gained a range of skills throughout the 
programme that are recognised by other employers and may wish to pursue 

immediate careers with employers or apprenticeship providers.

If we don’t offer a course you 
would be interested in please

get in touch & let us know!

These 3 new courses we 
can now offer are thanks to 
interest from our students

With enough interest from 
applicants we will always 

endeavour to run new courses
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Financial Studies NEW Geography NEW

Entry Requirements
A minimum grade 5 in both GCSE English and Mathematics is required. Students 
that have studied relevant subjects such as Business Studies, Enterprise or 
Economics etc. at GCSE or BTEC should have shown an aptitude for these 
subjects by achieving at least a grade 5 (GCSE) or a Merit (BTEC).

About This Course
The Diploma in Financial Studies is an A Level equivalent qualification and 
is graded in exactly the same way (being worth the same UCAS points for 
University entry). It helps students develop practical life skills to be able to make 
sound financial decisions as they enter adulthood.  Finance is not maths and this 
subject is useful wherever your destination takes you after school. The course 
specification requires students to develop their ability by acquiring a range 
of core skills of independent thinking, critical analysis and evaluation, verbal 
communication (through classroom discussion) and written communication.  
This course is modular and is assessed in two parts at the end of each unit 
(January and May). You will be studying with LIBF as the awarding body and will 
become a student member of The London Institute of Banking and Finance. 

Course Content & Assessment
In year 12 you will complete the Certificate in Financial Studies which develops 
the knowledge and skills required for young people to make informed financial 
decisions by introducing them to the risks and challenges involved in personal 
finance and the tools for effective planning. Within this, it provides a solid basis 
for creating financial inclusion, by exploring social-economic trends and their 
relationship with an individual’s circumstances and attitudes.  

• Unit One: Financial Capability for the immediate and short-term
• Unit Two: Financial Capability for the medium and long-term

In year 13 you will complete the Diploma in Financial Studies which builds on 
the skills and knowledge acquired through the Certificate in Financial Studies 
and includes areas such as financial sustainability within the wider financial 
services system, and the long-term impact of debt.  In year two the student 
explores the political, economic, social, technological, ethical and legal impacts of 
personal finance in the short, medium and longer terms. Through this, a greater 
understanding of the impact that global events can have upon consumers and 
the wider financial services industry is developed. Students will study:

• Unit Three: Sustainability of an individual’s finances
• Unit Four: Sustainability of the Financial Services System

What could this course lead to?
The financially related content of this qualification serves as an excellent 
grounding for degree pathways in accounting, business, finance and banking. 
Financial capability underpins clear decisions about progression options, 
including life as an undergraduate, and the Diploma in Financial Studies provides 
an excellent platform for progression through further or higher education. 
For students who choose to move straight into employment, the Diploma in 
Financial Studies could lead to careers in areas such as in insurance, finance, 
banking, marketing and office administration. 
In addition the core skills of critical analysis and evaluation,  synthesis and 
written communication, and independent learning are transferable and provide 
a strong grounding for further study in other fields; typical examples 
include engineering and technology.

Entry Requirements
Minimum of a level 6 in GCSE Geography.

About This Course
The Edexcel A Level in Geography encourages students to gain enjoyment, 
satisfaction and a sense of achievement as they develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the subject. This A Level course will enable students to be 
inspired by their geographical understanding, to engage critically with real 
world issues and places, and to apply their geographical knowledge, theory and 
skills to the world around them. Students will grow as independent thinkers 
and as informed and engaged citizens, who understand the role and importance 
of geography as one of the key disciplines relevant to understanding the world’s 
changing peoples, places and environments.

Course Content & Assessment
Paper 1 is a written examination worth 30% of the qualification.  There are four 
topics that include:

• Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards;  
• Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change – including optional sub-

topics from which students choose one from two: 2A: Glaciated Landscapes and 
Change or 2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change;     

• Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity; and     
• Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security.

Paper 2 is a written examination worth 30% of the qualification.  There are four 
topics that include:

• Topic 3: Globalisation;
• Topic 4: Shaping Places – including optional sub-topics from which students 

choose one from two: 4A Regenerating Places or 4B Diverse Places;
• Topic 7: Superpowers; and
• Topic 8: Global Development and Connections – including optional sub-topics 

from which students choose one from two: 8A Health, Human Rights and 
Intervention or 8B Migration, Identity and Sovereignty.

Paper 3 is a written examination worth 20% of the qualification. The synoptic 
investigation will be based on a geographical issue within a place-based context 
that links to the three synoptic themes: Players, Attitudes and actions and                                                                                                                  
Futures and uncertainties.
The Non-examination assessment: Independent Investigation makes up 20% of 
the qualification. In this, the student defines a question or issue for investigation 
relating to the compulsory or optional content. The topic may relate to 
any aspect of geography contained within the specification.  The student’s 
investigation will incorporate fieldwork data (collected individually or as part of 
a group) and own research and/or secondary data.  The fieldwork, which forms 
the focus and context of the individual investigation, may be either human, 
physical or integrated physical-human.  The student will produce a written 
report of 3000–4000 words

What could this course lead to?
Geography is both a numerate and literate discipline and is excellent 
preparation for university.  Careers within environmental consultancy, regional 
planning, quantity surveying and GIS mapping require a geographical background.  

Students wishing to go into journalism, logistics, architecture and politics 
would also benefit from A Level Geography.
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Health & Social Care 

Entry Requirements
Grade 4 in English Language or Literature and Mathematics. BTEC Level 2 
Diploma in Health and Social Care or any other related vocational area (i.e. 
Public Services) at Distinction level. All students are required to undertake a 
Disclosure, Barring Service (DBS) check during the course, and a clear DBS is a 
pre – requisite of the course as this is required for one of the units.

About This Course
We are offering the BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social 
Care, equivalent to 3 A levels. This qualification is designed to be a qualification 
completed over a two–year, full-time study programme; it is an in-depth study 
of the health and social care sector. It supports progression to health and social 
care related degrees, such as midwifery, paramedics, social work and many 
other related jobs and professions. 

Course Content & Assessment
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Health and Social 
Care is equivalent in size to three A Levels and comprises of 13 units of which 
8 are Mandatory and 4 are externally assessed. 

Learners will study the following eight mandatory units: 
• Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care (Exam) 
• Human Lifespan Development (Exam)
• Working in Health and Social Care (Exam)
• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs 
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care 
• Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (Synoptic - Exam)
• Promoting Public Health 
• Work Experience in Health and Social Care.

Optional units in the general pathway include: 
• Caring for Individuals with Dementia
• Assessing Children’s Development Needs
• Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs 
• Nutritional Health
• Physiological Disorders and their Care

Extended Diplomas include mandatory work experience placements of a 
minimum of 100 hours. The course is set up to allow students to complete 
the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma in Health and Social 
Care in Year 12. This qualification is designed as a one-year, full-time course. It 
supports progression to an Apprenticeship in the sector or to a further year 
of study to complete the Extended Diploma at Level 3 in Year 13 subject to 
completion of all work to a suitable standard in Year 12.

What could this course lead to?
This qualification is a 2-year qualification, meaning that learners will be fully 
prepared for a range of health and social care degree programmes or jobs 
within the profession. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised 
by higher education providers as meeting admission requirements for many 
relevant courses, for example: BSc (Hons) in Nursing, BA (Hons) in Social Work, 
BSc (Hons) in Physiotherapy, BSc (Hons) in Occupational Therapy, BSc (Hons) in 
Speech Therapy, BA (Hons) in Health and Social Care.

“

“I got straight into my first choice of university, 
King’s College London, and gained my BA 
History degree in 2018. I am now about to 
start as a Primary School Teaching Assistant. I 
have always loved learning and I’m excited to 
start teaching the next generation.

The smaller class sizes meant that the 
tutors were able to invest in each student and 
help us achieve. 

I owe massive thanks to my History 
tutor Mr. Partridge. The chance to study 
A Level History in his class was one of the 
main reasons I chose to study at the Sixth 
Form. His dedication to his students, hilarious 
personality and hard working attitude was a 
huge example to all of us. Many of his former 
students grasped his love of History and have 
gone on to study it at university level. 

Chat to the teaching staff and decide, ‘Do 
I want to learn from these people?’. For me, 
the answer was yes. Studying at the Ortu Sixth 
Form Centre was an easy decision because 
I knew that I would get the opportunity to 
study under extraordinary teaching staff.”

Holly Anderson
Achieved A Levels in English Literature (A),  Politics 
(B) & History (B) at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre 
between September 2013 and June 2015
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History Law

Entry Requirements
History GCSE grade 6 or above.

About This Course
We are offering a syllabus that we believe students will find has real relevance in 
today’s world.  Students will be taught the skills of understanding and analysing 
sources, recalling and selecting information, building a logical argument and 
developing sensitivity towards historical problems.  Students will also be given 
opportunities to develop their research, presentation and communication skills.  
This course has a heavy emphasis on literacy and requires students to have 
good comprehension skills and a willingness to read additional sources.

Course Content & Assessment
A Level: Life in Nazi Germany: 1933-1945
 The making of Modern Britain: 1951-2007
 A (personal) historical enquiry: The Tudors 1486-1603

Unit 1 - The Quest for Political Stability: Germany, 1871–1991
This is a breadth study unit which will enable students to study the unification of 
Germany as a Sovereign State, its collapse, and the failure of democracy between 
1919-1933; the rise of the Nazi Party and Hitler’s subsequent dominance and 
control of German society and its long term damage on Germany during the 
second half of the Twentieth Century.   The content is arranged under the 
following areas:

• The consolidation of Prussian States, and the Unification of Germany under 
Bismarck 1871

• The development of Germany under autocratic power and its collapse in 1918
• The establishment and failure of the Weimar Republic
• The Nazi consolidation of power, 1933-34
• Nazi propaganda and mass indoctrination
• Nazi organisations and the co-ordination of German society
• The impact of war on the German people, 1939-1945
• The division of Germany and the effects of  World  War Two
• The collapse of Communism and the unification of Greater Germany

Unit 2 - The making of Modern Britain: 1951-2007
This is a depth study which examines the changing nature of Britain after the 
landmark ending of Clement Atlee’s post-war Labour government and the 
return to power of the Conservatives under Winston Churchill.  The content is 
arranged under the following areas:

• The post-war consensus, 1951-1964
• The end of consensus, 1964-1975
• The Thatcher revolution, 1975-1990
• Conservative decline and the triumph of New Labour, 1990-2007

What could this course lead to?
History is a well-regarded subject and is useful for students interested in 
careers in law, journalism, government and political life, but also for vocational 
careers such as teaching and social or youth work.  

Entry Requirements
5 GCSE passes at grades 9 - 5 (including English Language at grade 6 and any 
Humanities GCSE at grade 6).

About This Course
An A level qualification in Law will prepare you for a wide variety of university 
degree courses, as it will develop your skills of analysis, comprehension, 
academic writing and debating.  

Law is a well-respected subject and success in this course is likely to make 
you attractive to prospective employers and university admissions tutors alike.  
Students should be aware that the A-level is not required in order to study for 
a university degree in law.  

Course Content & Assessment
This A level course is modular, with two or three modules studied each year.

This A level requires students’ to study the following topics:
• Nature of Law and the English Legal System
• Criminal Law
• Law of Tort
• Human Rights Law

These topics will be assessed across three two hour papers taken at the end of 
the second year of study.

What could this course lead to?
Law opens up avenues to many exciting career areas including:
Solicitor, Barrister, Court Clerk, Customs Official, Legal Executive, Paralegal, 
Police Officer, Politician, Banker, Local Government Officer & Social Worker.
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Entry Requirements
Mathematics GCSE grade 7.

What makes a good mathematician? 
10% flair, 90% graft. It may come easily to you but the good grades come from 
constant practice, reinforcement and trying the past paper questions. But it’s a 
lovely feeling knowing there is nothing they can ask you that you don’t know 
how to do.

About This Course
Students will enjoy this challenging and demanding subject if they have been 
successful in their mathematical studies at GCSE level. In particular students 
will need a strong ability in algebraic skills.

Course Content & Assessment
The course is based on a balance of Pure and Applied Mathematics with Applied 
Mathematics being split into Mechanics and Statistics. 

Pure Mathematics - In Pure Mathematics you will study Proof, Algebra and 
functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane, Sequences and series, 
Trigonometry, Exponentials and logarithms, Differentiation, Integration, Vectors 
and Numerical methods.

Applied Mathematics:
Mechanics - Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and 
Newton’s laws, Moments.
Statistics - Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability, 
Statistical distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing.

All students will be assessed on these modules via 3 external examinations at 
the end of year 13. Each paper will last for 2 hours and will be worth 33.3% 
of the overall A Level. Paper 1 and Paper 2 cover the topics from the Pure 
Mathematics modules, Paper 3 covers the topics from the Applied modules 
(Statistics and Mechanics).

What could this course lead to?
Career prospects for students with Mathematics A level are excellent and it 
is used in a number of fields as well as being a prerequisite for many technical 
higher education courses such as Engineering. It is also useful for many degree 
courses such as Medicine.

Statistics is particularly beneficial in Psychology and Sociology courses which 
draw heavily on the interpretation of data.

Mathematics A Level prepares you for careers in Education, Business, Finance 
and Government, and is a qualification that is much valued by employers.

Maths qualifications can help you towards a large range of future careers. It 
is also a useful support for many university courses that increasingly can 
involve statistics modules. 

Entry Requirements
Mathematics GCSE grade 7. Students will sit a suitability test in the first week 
of the course. Students must have A Level Mathematics as one of their other 
course choices. 

About This Course
A Level Further Mathematics is a particularly rigorous qualification. It is aimed 
at students who are considering reading Mathematics at University and as such 
the concepts are complex. Suitability requires a significant ability and a real 
appetite for studying ‘challenging’ mathematics.

Course Content & Assessment
The course builds upon the standard A Level in Mathematics and is based on 
a balance of both Pure and Applied Mathematics. It is delivered alongside the 
standard A Level in Mathematics.

Core Mathematics - This is divided into two compulsory units that are studied 
across both years; Further Pure Mathematics 1 and Further Pure Mathematics 
2. The modules include topics such as Proof, Complex Numbers, Matrices, 
Further Algebra and Functions, Further Calculus, Further Vectors, Polar 
Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions and Differential Equations.

Further Statistics 1 - Studied in Year 12  and Year 13- In this course you will 
learn about Linear regression, Statistical distributions (discrete), Statistical 
distributions (continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis testing, Chi squared tests. 

Further Mechanics 1 - Momentum and impulse, collisions, centres of mass, work 
and energy, elastic strings and springs 

We also offer Decision Maths I for students who wish to choose it, however 
as most top tier universities prefer students to study Mechanics and Statistics, 
we encourage and advise students to take Further Statistics and Further 
Mechanics. In the Decision Maths 1 course you will learn Algorithms and graph 
theory, algorithms on graphs, algorithms on graphs II, critical path analysis, linear 
programming.
  
All students will be assessed on these modules via 4 external examination, two 
compulsory and two optional at the end of Year 13. Each examination will last 
for one and a half hours and is worth 25% of the overall A Level.

What could this course lead to?
A Level Further Mathematics is a requirement for students wishing to read 
Mathematics at a top tier University. Typically it is taken in conjunction with A 
Level Mathematics. Together these form attractive A Levels highly regarded by 
academics and employers alike.

Mathematics (Further)Mathematics
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Media Studies

Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in Media Studies and/or English.

About This Course
Media Studies is a very important subject that combines aspects of Politics, 
Sociology, History, Art, English and Economics. It encourages creativity, teaches 
analytical skills and introduces students to critical ways of thinking about the 
world around them.

These talents are highly valued by universities and employers. Moreover, the 
subject equips students with the skills necessary to survive and thrive in the 
media saturated society they now live in.

As part of the course, students will study and produce texts across a range 
of media platforms including but not limited to broadcasting, e-media, print, 
documentary, film fiction, sport and news. This study is coupled with theoretical 
analysis that covers areas such as semiotics, Marxism and Hegemony, genre 
theory and audience theory. The range of material covered on the course 
ensures that students gain an all-round appreciation and understanding of 
various aspects of the media.

A Level Media Studies is designed to encourage students to:
• enhance their enjoyment and appreciation of the media and its role in 

their daily lives
• develop critical understanding of the media through engagement with 

media products and concepts and through the creative application of 
practical skills

• explore production processes, technologies and other relevant contexts
• become independent in research skills and their application in their 

practical work and in developing their own views and interpretations. 

Course Content & Assessment
A Level Media Studies consists of two examinations which comprise 70% of 
the A Level grade and a practical element that comprises the remaining 30%.  

Students investigate the media in order to understand and evaluate how 
meanings and responses are created. The contemporary media landscape and its 
changing contexts are studied in terms of products, platforms and technologies:

• Paper 1:  Written examination covering the topics of; Media Language, 
representation, industry and audience (35%).

• Paper 2:  Written examination where questions will focus on the analysis of 
media products, through the lens of the four theoretical frameworks. Students 
will be expected to refer to the Close Study Products (CSPs) which are provided 
as well as other products they have studied as part of the curriculum (35%).

• Unit 2:  A practical element leading to the creation of a media product (30%).

What could this course lead to?
A level Media Studies gives students the transferable skills for progression 
into higher education or career routes across various industries spanning 
advertising, marketing, social media, print/online journalism, radio, film, TV and 
gaming, as well as many others. 

“

“After completing my A Levels I went straight 
into an apprenticeship in digital marketing for 
a well known fashion company in Billericay. I 
have now completed that apprenticeship with 
a Distinction this year and have secured a job 
as a digital marketing executive in London.

The Ortu Sixth Form Centre will support 
you through every decision you make to the 
best of their ability. If you come from the local 
schools you will already know most of your 
new tutors and your surroundings so why go 
anywhere else? I knew my tutors very well and 
the classes were small enough that I got all of 
the help and support I needed.

Stick to your dreams, if you work hard enough 
you will get there no matter what obstacles 
come your way!”

Jess Williams
Achieved A Levels in Media Studies (A) Textiles (B) 
& Photography (B) at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre 
between September 2015 and June 2017
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Music

Entry Requirements
This course is aimed at students who have been successful in gaining grade 6 
in GCSE Music.

About This Course
This course offers an alternative vocational award that is equal to one A Level.

You will need good practical skills on an instrument or voice – the standard 
level is Grade 6 - 7 by the end of the course.

You will need a good understanding of music theory (literacy) to follow this 
course.  There will be an opportunity to develop your skills here after the 
completion of your GCSEs – speak to your music teacher about this.

This course will suit anyone who has a keen interest in creating and listening 
to different styles of music and who wishes to broaden their experience and 
deepen their understanding of both live and recorded music. 

The course demands performing, composing, listening and analytical skills in 
almost equal measure.  You will improve your skills in performing and composing 
in a range of styles.  You will listen to a wide variety of music and develop a 
more informed appreciation of how and why it was written and/or performed.

Course Content & Assessment
The qualification consists of three mandatory units:

1) Ensemble Music Performance
An examiner will watch you perform 3 pieces of music as part of 
an ensemble.

2) Practical Music Theory and Harmony:
You will gain an understanding of music theory and notation. 

3) Professional Practise in the music industry: 
You will learn how to plan and promote your own music events to 
a given brief. 

And a choice of one optional unit from: 
4) Composing Music 
5) Music Performance Session Styles 
6) Solo Performance 
7) Improvising Music

What could this course lead to?
This course can help you progress to university in any number of Music based 
degree courses. When studied alongside other A Levels it carries enough UCAS 
points to access many Higher Education degree courses.

“

“After completing my A Levels I firstly 
studied a Level 4 music and opera studies 
at Rose Bruford, Kent between 2014-2015. 
I then went on to study a BMus (Music) at 
Kingston University, London between 2015-
18 where I achieved a First-Class Honours. 
I was also employed as Student Ambassador 
for transition and outreach for Kingston 
University. Finally this year I completed my 
MA by Research also at Kingston University of 
which my result is pending. I’m now employed 
at my local authority, delivering a national 
collaborative outreach project to schools in 
Essex, raising aspirations for HE. 

I was particularly fond of the opportunities 
to participate in Sixth Form events and extra 
curricular during my time there. The teaching 
staff were inspiring, enthusiastic and amazing 
support. The Director Miss Weston was so 
helpful and supportive!

The Sixth Form is great for one to one 
support.  You will find that the staff are helpful 
and supportive. There is a nice community feel 
and the small class sizes really help.”

Abigail Bruce
Achieved A Levels in Drama, English Literature, 
History & Music at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre 
between September 2011 and June 2014
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Entry Requirements
This course is aimed at students who have been successful in gaining a grade 6 
in GCSE Music or a Distinction in BTEC Level 2 Music.

About This Course
Music Performance is an essential skill that will help form your coursework, 
whether in the studio recording a song or composing music using technology.
This qualification aims to give you the skills and knowledge you need to thrive 
in the music industry, by developing your performance and creative skill, utilising 
the recording and production environment.

Course Content & Assessment
The BTEC Level 3 is split into Mandatory and Optional components. All units are 
coursework based with an externally assessed piece that is set by the exam board. 
These units will explore the use of studio equipment and mixing software with the 
aims to create music through recording and synthetic design.
The units are broken down as follows:

• Studio Recording Techniques - Mandatory
• DAW Production - Externally Assessed

• Mixing & Mastering Techniques
• Studio Design and Acoustics
• Working & Developing As A Production Team

What could this course lead to?
This course can help give you the opportunity to work in the Music and 
Entertainment industries with jobs roles such as:

• Sound Engineer
• Studio Sound Technician
• Live Sound Engineer
• Live Sound Monitoring Engineer
• Music Producer
• Composer
• Sound Designer / Foley Artist (within film and theatre)
• Mastering Engineer
• Radio DJ

Music Technology
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Entry Requirements
Minimum grade 4 or equivalent in GCSE English & Maths.

About This Course
The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Performing Arts (Drama route) is 
intended as an Applied General qualification. It is for post-16 learners who 
want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to 
progress to higher education and to employment in the performing arts 
sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to two A Levels, and it has been 
designed as a one-year, full-time study program, or a full two-year program 
when studied alongside a further Level 3 qualification. Learners wishing to take 
this qualification will have successfully completed a Level 2 program of learning, 
with GCSEs or vocational qualifications.

Today’s BTEC Nationals are demanding, as you would expect of the most 
respected applied learning qualification in the UK. You will have to choose and 
complete a range of units, be organised, and take some assessments that we will 
set and mark, and keep a portfolio of your assignments.

What does the qualification cover?
Learners have to complete 8 units of work on specific topics, designed to 
develop and enhance performance skills. Students will study six mandatory 
units covering the following content areas:

• Performance – practical exploration and application of specialist skills and 
techniques, individual and group performance.

• Research, analysis and commissioning – aims to develop skills that are 
essential for further study of performing arts, including research methodology, 
independent learning, extended writing, sourcing, idea generation, evaluating 
information and drawing conclusions from it.

Students also study two optional units which have been designed to support 
progression to the range of sector-related courses in higher education and to 
link with relevant occupational areas. 

Assessment
Assessment is specifically designed to fit the purpose and objective of 
the qualification. It includes a range of assessment types and styles suited 
to vocational qualifications in the sector. There are three main forms of 
assessment that you need to be aware of: external, internal and synoptic.  This 
means that marks can be awarded for the exploration and creation of work, 
not just the final project. For the National Diploma, 3 of the mandatory units 
are externally assessed and the remaining 5 units are internally assessed within 
the department. These units will still be moderated by the exam board.  You will 
have one written exam to complete.

Student Expectation
It is expected that students taking this course will perform in several shows and 
showcases throughout the year. They will also need to attend extra rehearsals 
in order to complete performance work and projects. The course requires a 
great deal of commitment as some of the assessments are created in groups 
and others will be reliant on your attendance to rehearsals. 

Performing Arts (Drama)

You will also be expected to perform in projects in the community as this will 
be part of your assessments.

This is a highly practical course however, there will be essays, research journals 
and reflective evaluations to complete in order to build your evidence of work. 

You will systematically work through the mandatory units. The optional units 
will be entirely your choice and we will support your learning and evidence 
building.  This is to enable students to specialise in areas that they find 
interesting and wish to explore. We will study 4 optional units throughout the 
course, enabling students to pick their best available grades to take through to 
the final assessment.

What could this course lead to?
In addition to the performing arts sector-specific content, this qualification 
provides learners with the opportunity to develop all-round performance 
skills and transferable skills such as self-confidence, self-presentation, personal 
discipline, time management and organisational skills which are highly regarded 
by higher education and employers.

The qualification is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to 
meeting admission requirements for relevant courses. 
When taken alongside another Level 3 qualification, the BTEC National Diploma 
in Performing Arts will offer the opportunity to progress onto performing arts 
related degree courses.
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Politics

Entry Requirements
English Language and Literature grade 6 and above (History grade 6 and above 
for those that studied History at GCSE).

About This Course
The study of Politics will enable you to develop an interest, passion and most 
importantly a clear and concise understanding of the way in which governments 
function and operate in the modern world.

Course Content & Assessment
AS Component 1: UK Politics - written examination: 50% of the qualification.
Covering democracy and participation, political parties, electoral systems and 
voting behaviour and the media.
 
AS Component 2: UK Government - written examination: 50% of the qualification.
Covering the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister & executive, relationships 
between the branches.

A2 Component 1: UK Politics - written examination: 33% of the qualification.
Political Participation:

• democracy and participation
• political parties
• electoral systems
• voting behaviour and the media

Core Political Ideas:
• conservatism, liberalism, socialism

Component 2: UK Government - written examination: 33% of the qualification.
UK Government:

• the constitution 
• parliament
• Prime Minister and executive
• relationships between the branches.

Non-core political ideas, students will study:
one idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism, 
nationalism.

Component 3: Comparative Politics - written examination:  33% of the qualification.
Focusing on USA politics this component investigates the US Constitution and 
federalism, US Congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court and civil rights, 
democracy and participation and comparative theories.

What could this course lead to?
The wide range of skills developed through the study of Politics, particularly 
research and analytical skills means that it is a popular subject for higher 
education and complements many other subjects such as History, the Arts, and 
Social Sciences. 

The career options linked to Politics are wide ranging, most noticeably in local 
or national government, Law, Teaching, Journalism or Media.  

Physical Education

Entry Requirements
Combined Science GCSE grades 5-5 and English Language GCSE grade 5.  
GCSE grade 5 in Physical Education preferred but not essential.  

About This Course
This course is designed for students with a passion for sport. You’ll improve and 
develop your practical skills as a performer or leader and it’ll provide you with 
the theoretical understanding to support continued involvement within sport.

Course Content & Assessment
Component 1: Physiological Factors Affecting Performance  30%
Focusing on key systems of the human body involved in movement and physical 
activity. You will develop knowledge and understanding of the changes within 
these body systems prior to exercise, during exercise of differing intensities, 
and during recovery. Application of this theoretical knowledge will enable you 
to understand how changes in physiological states can influence performance 
in physical activities and sport.  You will interpret data and graphs relating to 
changes in the body during exercise of differing intensities and during recovery. 

Component 2: Psychological Factors Affecting Performance  20%
Focusing on the psychological factors affecting physical activities and sports, 
including: models and theories that affect learning and performance in physical 
activities; how different methods of training and feedback work and why their 
effectiveness differs from person to person; group dynamics and the effects of 
leadership and stress on performers. You will gain a deeper understanding of 
the underlying psychological factors that influence our performance in physical 
activity and sport. You’ll learn how to apply the theories to practical examples, 
giving guidance and feedback in constructive ways that are suited to that 
individual’s personality; therefore assisting in developing practical performance 
in physical activities and sports. 

Component 3: Socio-Cultural and Contemporary Issues  20%
Focusing on the sociological and contemporary factors that influence and affect 
physical activity and sport for both the audience and the performer and how 
sport affects society. It includes the emergence and evolution of modern sport 
and how social and cultural factors shaped the characteristics of sports and 
pastimes in pre-industrial and post-industrial Britain. The impact of the modern 
Olympic Games will be understood as well as the impact on society of hosting 
global sporting events. The ever-evolving modern technology and its influence 
on sport performers and spectators will be understood and you’ll use practical 
examples to show the effect of modern technology. 

Component 4: Performance within Physical Education   30%
Learners will be required to undertake two parts within this component. 
Part 1: Performance/coaching of a sport or activity from the approved list. 
Part 2: The Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Improvement (EAPI) of 
a sport or activity from the approved list. 

What could this course lead to?
The course is wide ranging and allows students to follow a career in a wide 
variety of areas from Physiotherapy and Medical Practice to Sports Psychology 
or Teaching/Coaching.



25

Psychology Sociology

Entry Requirements
It is not necessary to have Psychology GCSE to do this course but English 
Language GCSE grade 6 is required as well as a grade 6 in Maths and Science.

About This Course
Psychology is a fascinating subject as it helps us learn about the mind, the brain 
and human behaviour.  The areas you will delve into when studying psychology 
are:  How does our memory work?  Why do we forget things?  Why do we 
sleep?  What do our dreams mean?  Why do some people become anorexic?  If 
you are interested in finding out the answers to some of these questions then 
Psychology is the subject for you.

Course Content & Assessment
2 Year Course
All papers to be sat at the end of year 2.

Component 1: Introductory topics in Psychology: Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopathalogy: 33.3% of the total A2 mark.
Assessed by a 2 hour examination comprising of 4 structured compulsory 
questions.

Component 2: Psychology in Context:  Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, 
Research Methods: 33.3% of the total A2 mark.
Assessed by a 2 hour examination comprising of three compulsory questions- 
one based on each of the above.

Component 3: Issues and Options in Psychology: (Section A is compulsory, 
Sections B, C & D contain three topics each and students select one from each)
Section A: Issues and Debates in Psychology.
Section B: Relationships, Gender or Cognition and Development.
Section C: Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour or Stress.
Section D: Aggression, Forensic Psychology or Addiction.

1 Year Course

AS Component 1: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment: 50% of the total AS 
mark.
Assessed by a 1½ hour examination comprising of structured compulsory 
questions.
AS Component 2: Approaches in Psychology,  Psychopathology,  Research 
Methods: 50% of the total AS mark.
Assessed by a 1½ hour examination comprising of three compulsory questions- 
one based on each of the above.

What could this course lead to?
Psychology can lead to a number of career avenues including Counselling, 
Education, Health, Clinical and Forensic Psychology, Research, Advertising and 
Market Research, Teaching and the Police to name but a few.
 

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at Level 5 including English Language at grade 6 or above.

About This Course
Sociology is a fascinating subject that covers a broad range of topics but is 
essentially the study of human behaviour including the organisation of society, 
and the influence of gender, social class, ethnicity and age on our times.

Course Content & Assessment
Students study all 3 components and are assessed at the end of the two year 
course.

2 Year Course
Component 1: Introducing Socialisation, Culture and Identity.
One of 3 options:

• Families and Relationships
• Youth Sub Cultures
• Media

Assessed in a 1hr 30 minute written paper - 30% of total A Level.
Component 2: Research Methods and Researching Social Inequalities.
How research is carried out in Sociology to help understand explanations of 
inequality.
Assessed in a 2 hour 15 minute written paper - 35% of total A Level. 
Component 3: Globalisation and the Digital Social World.
Debates explored through one of 3 options:

• Crime and Deviance
• Education
• Religion, Belief and Faith

Assessed in a 2 hour 15 minute written paper - 35% of total A Level.

1 Year Course
Component 1: Introducing Socialisation, Culture and Identity.
One of 3 options:

• Families and Relationships
• Youth Sub Cultures
• Media

Assessed in a 1hr 30 minute written paper - 50% of total AS Level.
Component 2 : Research Methods and Researching Social Inequalities. 
How research is carried out in Sociology to help understand explanations of 
inequality.
Assessed in a 1 hour 30 minute written paper - 50% of total AS Level. 

What could this course lead to?
Sociology can lead to a number of varied careers such as: Human Resource 
Management, Marketing, Public Administration, Research, Social Work, Public 
Services – e.g. Police.
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Sport & Exercise Science

Entry Requirements
At least 4 GCSE’s including English Language and Mathematics at grade 5 or 
above. Commit to an additional 8-10 hours of private study per week.

About This Course
The BTEC National Foundation Diploma, BTEC National Diploma and BTEC 
National Extended Diploma in Sport and Exercise Science are equivalent in 
size to 1.5, 2 or 3 A Levels respectively. It is best suited to learners who want 
to progress to higher education programmes in the sport and exercise science 
sector. The course also supports learners who choose to progress directly 
to employment, as the transferable knowledge, understanding and skills will 
give learners an advantage in applying for a range of entry level roles, training 
programmes and Higher Apprenticeships in areas such as sport and fitness 
training, coaching, and sports performance research.

Course Content & Assessment
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science  
(3 A Level equivalent) 13 units; 7 mandatory & 6 optional & 4 written exams.
 

Mandatory Units:
• Sport & Exercise Physiology 
• Functional Anatomy
• Applied Sport & Exercise Psychology
• Field and Laboratory-based Fitness Testing 
• Applied Research Methods in Sport & Exercise Science 
• Coaching for Performance & Fitness
• Nutrition for Sport & Exercise Performance

Optional Units Include:
• Sports Massage
• Specialised Fitness Training 
• Research Project in Sport & Exercise Science 
• Physical Activity for Individual & Group Based Exercise 
• Sociocultural Issues in Sport & Exercise
• Sports Injury & Assessment

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science 
(2 A Level equivalent) 8 units; 6 mandatory & 2 optional & 3 written exams.

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport & Exercise Science 
(1.5 A Level equivalent) 6 units; 4 mandatory & 2 optional & 2 wrriten exams.

Additionally these courses can be taken alongside; additional A Levels and our 
Football or Netball Academy programmes.

What could this course lead to?
This is a useful qualification for progression onto higher education and a 
solid foundation for employment in many sports areas, including Teaching 
Sports, Coaching, Science, Fitness & Leisure Industry and Sports Therapy.  It is 
recognised by higher education providers as meeting admission requirements 
for many relevant courses, for example: BSc (Hons) in Sport and Exercise 
Science, BSc (Hons) in Sport Science, BSc (Hons) in Sport and Coaching 
Studies.  Learners should always check the entry requirements for degree 
programmes with specific higher education providers.

“

“What I enjoyed the most about studying 
at Ortu Sixth Form Centre was the close 
network relationship I had with my teachers. 
Really did feel like I was getting the best and 
that really reflected on my grades! These close 
network relationships were very important 
to me as outside of school I compete 
internationally in track and field which takes 
up a lot of my time, so this good relationship 
with my teachers meant I was able to get work 
done and be able to check over assignments 
and upcoming exams. 
I’m now studying at university to get a degree 
in Business Studies with Sport. As well as 
this I’m continuing my sports and hoping to 
break into senior ranks and future major 
competitions. 
For future students looking to study here I 
would highly recommend it as the support you 
receive from your teachers and other peers is 
amazing! Ortu makes your transitions from A 
Level/BTEC to University very easy and they 
will support you all the way including after 
leaving. So if you’re looking for a sixth form 
that has a sense of family and great teachers, 
Ortu Sixth Form is the best!”

Theo Adesina
Achieved triple Distinction* in Sport & Exercise 
Science at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between 
September 2018 and June 2020
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Netball Academy

Entry into the Netball Academy
The Football and Netball Academy’s are based on performance in trials 
held early in the year. Entry is limited each year and the quality of play 
is understandably high. Entry onto any of our academic programmes 
does not automatically entitle students to a place within either Academy. 
Students will be expected to follow either A Level Physical Education 
+ 2 other A Levels or a BTEC Extended National Diploma in Sport & 
Exercise Science alongside the Academy programmes (although other 
combinations are possible).

About the Netball Academy
The Netball coaching programme offers highly talented female netball 
players the opportunity to continue with post-16 full-time education 
while receiving coaching from professional qualified netball coaches. 
Students will train with a highly talented squad and strive to reach the 
highest level possible. 

Course Content & Assessment
Each player will:

• Train twice a week.
• Work on various technical or tactical situations.
• Have a specific training programme designed to ensure their fitness levels 

are improved and maintained.
• Take part in various video analysis sessions to improve their tactical 

knowledge of the game.
• Take the Netball Level 1 coaching & umpiring courses.
• Play in a variety of competitive leagues.
• Have full use of the weight training facilities and have their own 

personalised programme written by a fitness training coach.

Additional Qualifications & Work Experience
Students will have the opportunity to carry out work experience, coaching 
netball sessions in local schools as well as umpiring for local schools.
Students will also have access to a number of other types of qualifications 
such as other coaching awards, first aid and fitness instructor courses.

Club Links
The Netball Academy will have primarily links with local clubs. However, 
there are strong links with Leyton Netball Club who compete in the National 
Premier league three and Essex Met division one. Leyton Netball Club 
currently play at the Copper Box Arena, at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
Due to this link players will receive training and individual feedback from 
club players and coaches as well as the opportunity to play at the Copper 
Box Arena monthly. We will also help and advise players to find a suitable 
club. Although players will play for the Ortu Sixth Form Centre - Stanford & 
Corringham in midweek fixtures, players are able to play for their chosen club 
side at the weekend. 
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The Sciences - Applied Science

Entry Requirements
At least 5 GCSE’s at grade 5/4 or above including English and Maths at least a 
grade 4 and preferably GCSE grade 5-4 in Combined Science.

About This Course
The Applied Science Level 3 Extended Diploma provides you with the 
opportunity to apply your scientific learning and knowledge to practical and 
industry based scenarios. You will be assessed on the application of your 
learning to real world scenarios.

The qualification is designed to provide highly specialist, work related 
qualifications in a range of vocational contexts. For anyone who sees their 
future career in Science, the Level 3 Extended Diploma in Applied Science is 
an excellent starting point. It covers a wide range of topics across Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics and will allow you to acquire a high level of practical 
laboratory skills from which the theory is then drawn. Most of our previous 
students have continued their study at University.

It attracts a maximum of 360 UCAS points as does any other 3 A Level 
programme. The course has been developed in the science sector to focus on 
giving students the opportunity to acquire technical and employability skills, 
knowledge and understanding which are transferable and will enable individuals 
to meet changing circumstances, whether these arise from a shift in their own 
status or employment, or general changes in science practice, provision or 
environment. 

This level 3 course will immerse you in the world of Applied Science through 
discovery and experimentation. Serving as a great alternative to A Levels, this 
course is designed specifically for those who prefer hands on experience and 
practical assignments to theoretical study and exams. The course is assignment 
based and will give you a broad scientific knowledge in Science that will get you 
ready for work or university.

This vocational course is very practical with plenty of opportunities to 
implement the theory that you learn including a residential field trip to complete 
a scientific investigation.  It is mainly course-work based, which means that you 
have a very clear understanding of your progress throughout the course, to 
help you plan and achieve your next steps. Taught by subject specialists, with 
laboratory experience, you will learn by completing laboratory-based practical 
assignments, supported self-directed study is essential to this course.

Course Content & Assessment
. Biology – Physiology of the Human Body, Human Regulation & Reproduction.
. Physics – Astronomy & Medical Physics.
. Chemistry – Laboratory Techniques & their Application & Practical Scientific 

Procedures & Techniques.
. Forensic Science – Forensic Evidence, Collection & Analysis, & Forensic Fire 

Investigation.
You will be assessed through our project based learning method; you will work 
in laboratories to the standards expected in the workplace. The course is 
mainly assignment based but you will be assessed in a range of ways including: 
portfolio of evidence, essays/written assignments, practical demonstrations 
case studies, class activities/discussions, presentations and examinations.

“

“After completing my A Levels I studied a BSc 
in Biomedical Science at the University of 
Essex and achieved a 2:1.

After university I worked in a pharmacy for 
a year during which I qualified as a dispenser. 
I am now working in a Blood Science Lab and 
started my Biomedical Scientist Registration 
portfolio last September.

I loved the small classes at the Sixth 
Form and of course my favourite teacher 
from school then was my Biology tutor (Mr 
Evans). He is definitely the reason I love 
Science so much. The small class sizes are 
great for personal growth. If you are looking 
at becoming a biomedical scientist make sure 
your university course is accredited by the 
IBMS and if you have the opportunity; do the 
portfolio on your placement year,  it will help 
you going forward.”

Zara Carver
Achieved A Levels in Biology, Chemistry & History 
at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 
2010 and June 2012

What could this course lead to?
The majority of our students progress to university; including Nottingham, 
Loughborough and Surrey amongst others. Former students have studied a 
wide variety of degrees including Forensic Science, Microbiology, Physics and 
Sports and Exercise Science, For those students not wishing to progress to 
university, comprehensive support is provided to help them find alternatives 

such as employment or higher level apprenticeships.
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The Sciences - Biology The Sciences - Chemistry

Entry Requirements
Biology is a demanding course and requires strong mathematical and scientific 
skills. Consequently it is recommended that you have studied Triple Science and 
gained a 6 or above. Alternatively Combined Science at grade 7-7 with Maths 
at grade 6 will suffice. Other options may be considered and will be reviewed 
on a case by case basis.

About This Course
Biology A Level will give you the skills to make connections and associations 
with all living things around you. Biology literally means the study of life and if 
that’s not important, what is? Being such a broad topic, you’re bound to find a 
specific area of interest, plus it opens the door to a fantastic range of interesting 
careers.

Course Content & Assessment
AS Biology is one year long, with exams at the end.  A Level Biology lasts two 
years, with exams at the end of the second year. Below are the topics you will 
study in each year.

AS and first year of A Level
.  Biological molecules
.  Cells
.  Organisms exchange substances with their environment
.  Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms

Second year of A level
. Energy transfers in and between organisms
. Organisms and their response to changes in their internal and external 

environments
. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
. The control of gene expression

What could this course lead to?
Studying A Level Biology gives you a plethora of exciting career options, 
including:  Doctor, Clinical Molecular Geneticist, Nature Conservation Officer, 
Pharmacologist, Research Scientist, Veterinary Surgeon, Teacher, Marine 
Biologist or Dentist.

Entry Requirements
Combined Science grade with at least 6-6, or grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry. 
Mathematics and English Language grade 6.

About This Course
Chemistry is arguably the most important subject a person could study. 
Everything we come into contact with has its roots in Chemistry; from the 
ingredients used to make bullet-proof vests to the ingredients in a lipstick 
or eye liner.  Anyone who likes solving problems would love studying A Level 
Chemistry.  The finance industry also has an interest in students with an A/AS 
Level in this subject.

This specification can be sat as either an AS one year course or an A Level 
two year course, although we recommend all students start by sitting the AS 
in year 12.

Course Content & Assessment
This course looks at the application of Chemistry and Chemical Techniques 
and Processes.  There will be ample opportunity for hands-on practical work 
throughout the course.  Units studied include:
Physical Chemistry Units: 
Atomic Structure, Amount of Substance, Bonding, Energetics, Kinetics, 
Chemical Equilibria, Le Chatelier’s Principle & Kc, Oxidation, Reduction & 
Redox Equations, Thermodynamics, Rate Equations, Equilibrium Constant Kp 
for Homogeneous Systems, Electrode Potentials & Electrochemical Cells and 
Acids & Bases.

Inorganic Chemistry Units: 
Periodicity, Group 2; The Alkaline Earth Metals, Group 7(17), The Halogens, 
Properties of Period 3 Elements & Their Oxides, Transition Metals, Reactions of 
Ions in Aqueous Solution.

Organic Chemistry Units: 
Introduction to Organic Chemistry,  Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, 
Organic Analysis, Optical Isomerism, Aldehydes & Ketones, Carboxylic Acids 
and Derivatives, Aromatic Chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino Acids, Proteins 
and DNA, Organic Synthesis, Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy, 
Chromatography.

The AS Level is assessed by two examination papers at the end of year 12 both 
worth 50%.  

The A Level is assessed by three written papers at the end of year 13 worth 
35%, 35% & 30% respectively.

What could this course lead to?
An A Level in Chemistry would allow students to enter many diverse fields 
including: Medicine, Chemical Sciences, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Chemical 
Engineering or Veterinary Sciences.
Chemistry also opens doors to those doing Accountancy and Finance as it is 
based on similar analytical skills.
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The Sciences - Physics
Entry Requirements
Either Combined Science grade 6-6 or Physics GCSE grade 6 and Mathematics 
grade 6 and English Language grade 6

About This Course
Physics is the discipline of science that deals with the everyday working of things 
around us.  It will open your eyes to a level of complex simplicity as to how 
the universe is and how everything around us works.  How does my television 
work?  How fast do I need to go to get into space?  How does my phone get 
a signal?  Studying Physics will enhance your ability to understand how to solve 
problems and engineer solutions to fix them, or create something completely 
new!  With this firm knowledge of the working world and inherent problem-
solving skills, Physics leads to great possibilities within all types of software, 
mechanical and electronic engineering.  It is a highly regarded subject choice 
for employers who require candidates with good mathematical and problem-
solving skills.  It serves as an excellent starting point for a wide range of careers 
or professions linked to Engineering and Aviation.

Course Content & Assessment
This specification can be sat as either an AS one year course or an A Level 
two year course, although we recommend all students start by sitting the AS 
in year 12.
 
Mandatory Units:

. Measurements & their Errors

. Particles & Radiation

. Waves

. Mechanics & Materials

. Electricity

. Further Mechanics & Thermal Physics

. Fields & their Consequences

. Nuclear Physics
Optional Units Include:

. Astrophysics

. Medical Physics

. Engineering Physics

. Turning Points in Physics

. Electronics

The AS Level is assessed by 2 written papers at the end of year 12 focusing on 
five of the mandatory units.

The A Level is assessed by three written papers at the end of year 13 looking 
at all mandatory units plus one of the optional units.

There will be no coursework or controlled assessment. Students will do at least 
12 practicals during their A Level course.  An endorsement of practical work 
will be assessed by the teacher. Practical skills and data analysis will be assessed 
in paper 3 at A Level.

What could this course lead to?
With an A Level in Physics, and possibly a degree, you could find yourself 
working in many diverse fields such as:
Architect, Mechanical Engineer, Astronaut, Astronomy, Sound Engineering, 
Career in the RAF, Pilot, Lighting Engineer, Computer Engineering, Defence 
Industry or Telecommunications.

Physics also opens many doors to those wishing to go into Accountancy and 
Finance as it is based on similar analytical skills.

“

“After completing my A Levels I went to 
Imperial College London to study physics with 
an integrated masters’ (MSci). I finished with a 
First class honours. I am now starting a PhD 
with Imperial and the Rutherford Appleton 
Laboratory in September 2019.

If you tell your tutors at the Sixth Form where 
you want to be at the end of your studies 
they will help you get there. If you don’t know 
they will help you decide. My Biology teacher 
Mr Evans was my original inspiration to get 
involved in Science.”

Tim Marley
Achieved A Levels in Chemistry (A), Maths (A*), 
Maths: Further (A*) & Physics (A*)
at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre between September 
2013 and June 2015
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How do our results measure up?
We understand that for some of you, the results our students achieve each year can affect your 
decision on whether to study with us.

This is how our students Summer 2020 results look:

100% A Level entry pass rate
Our Academic (A Level) students achieve results on or above the national average and significantly 
above other local colleges.

Summer 2020 results continued this trend.

100% Vocational pass rate
Our Vocational students achieve results significantly above the national average and other local 
colleges. Our average grade awarded for Vocational subjects was a Distinction. Meaning students 
that study Vocational qualifications with us are more likely than students at other colleges to achieve 
the highest outcomes.

Summer 2020 results are set to increase the gap between us and the national average to further 
cement this outstanding trend.

100% of courses saw all of their students pass

In 2018 we had a visit from Ofsted, and they said:
“Progress is good in the sixth form. The sixth form is effective in promoting students’ high aspirations and positive self-esteem. Leaders have 
high expectations. These factors help to ensure that students succeed. Students follow academic and vocational courses appropriate to their needs 
and abilities. These enable them to make good progress. The quality of teaching is consistently good in the sixth form. Teachers’ strong subject 
knowledge, effective questioning and inspiring approaches to teaching and learning enable students to add to their knowledge and deepen their 
understanding. Students work hard in lessons. Personal development and welfare in the sixth form are good. Students are happy, and feel well 
supported and safe. Relationships between staff and students are strong. These relationships are based on mutual respect and the understanding 
of staff for each individual student and their individual needs.”
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This year our Open Events have had to change.
Please visit our website www.ortusixthform.org to gain further information about 
the courses we offer and how we operate. 
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